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Greetings from the Connecticut State Department of Education and welcome back to the 2007-2008 school year.  I apologize for the tardiness of this newsletter.  As you will see, things have been very busy in this office and there is lots of good news.
In this first newsletter for this school year, I want to provide you with information about staff development opportunities, scholarship opportunities for gifted education students, grant opportunities for teachers, competitions that align with the content areas, and updates about other important initiatives in the field of gifted education,.
I. Professional Development: Reserve these Dates!

A number of very fine professional development opportunities will be available to gifted education and regular classroom teachers this year.  Please mark them on your calendar. 
January 9
Up-Date Meeting I. The first Up-Date meeting for all Connecticut teachers and coordinators of gifted services will focus on CTReports www.cmtreports.com   This public site is designed to provide quick and easy access to student performance results on the Connecticut Mastery Test, 4th Generation (CMT4).  On this site, you will find a wealth of information at your fingertips in a highly interactive and flexible format.  You can create your own reports, graphs, and/or external data files with powerful tools for querying, computation, and disaggregation. (Snow date is January 18th at CREC, as outlined below.)


The meeting will be held at CREC from 3:00 PM-4:30 PM.  Directions are available on the CREC web site: http://www.crec.org/crec/about/directions/directions.php  


May 21, 2008
CAMPY. Campy-on-Campus, a day of high-level mathematics exploration for middle school students, will run concurrent workshops on college campuses around the state in middle to late May.  On May 21, 2008 Campy programs will be held at Southern, Central, and Western.  On May 28, 2008, the program will be held at the Coast Guard Academy in New London.  For more information, you can visit the CAMPY website: http://www.campy.org/article.asp?id=37 
Late May, 2008
Gifted Education Symposium.  UConn will host a symposium on        2008 Gifted Education sponsored by the National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented, Neag School of Education.  We are working out the details of this final spring conference and will give you more information later.  In the meantime, mark your calendars!
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Late May, 2008
Urban Showcase.  We will offer the Urban Showcase to students who are enrolled in schools that are Coalition of Urban Superintendent (CAUS) schools.  There districts include: Bloomfield, Bridgeport, Bristol, Danbury, East Hartford, Greenwich, Hartford, Manchester, Meriden, Middletown, New Britain, New Haven, New London, Norwalk, Stamford, West Haven, Waterbury, and Windham.


The Showcase is a collaborative effort among CAUS, the Connecticut Association of the Gifted (CAG) and the State Department of Education.  The purpose of the day-long event is to put the spotlight on some of highest performing urban students. The Urban Showcase will be a two-day event this year.  The first day will feature outstanding students in grades 4-8 and the second will feature students in high school.
Other special events will be taking place this year that may be of interest to you, and they are listed below.

Archeological Museum, University of Connecticut
The Connecticut State Museum of Natural History and the Connecticut Archeological Center will host a variety of fine programs in 2006-07.  The topics for this year’s programs are interesting and diverse, ranging from the environmental impacts of globalization to the evolution of the horse.  
Make a “Possibles Bag”

Cheri Collins, Museum Staff

Saturday, November 3, 10 am to 12 noon - UConn Storrs Campus, Advance registration required: $20 ($15 for Museum members)

Ancient peoples in New England and around the world used animal hides for clothing and accessories.  In this workshop, participants will learn how these hides were prepared and used to make clothing and other items. Then, participants can make and decorated their own synthetic or leather suede pouch, also known as a “possibles bag”, to take home.

Cultural Sky: Archaeoastronomy and Star Lore Around the World -FREE!-

Dr. Cynthia Peterson, Physics, UConn, and Yale University

Sunday, November 4, 3 pm - UConn Storrs Campus, Biological Sciences and Physics Building, Room 130

Every recorded human culture from our beginnings as a species has had a keen interest in, and reverence for, the moon, planets, and stars in the night skies.  Night watchers from the most ancient times to the present have given these celestial bodies names and identities defined by the beliefs and ideals of each culture.  Dr. Peterson will provide a unique perspective on astronomy in this examination of the archaeological and historical aspects of ‘stargazing’ throughout the ancient world. 

Captain John Smith and the Campaign for New England -FREE!-

Dr. Walt Woodward, Connecticut State Historian

Sunday, November 11, 3 pm - UConn Storrs Campus, Biological Sciences and Physics Building, Room 130

The 400th anniversary of Captain John Smith’s participation in the founding of Jamestown may be a fitting time to examine this colonial soldier’s, explorer’s, and adventurer’s most important campaign – his successful effort to place brand New England. New England became an American regional place brand associated with a distinctive set of geographical, social, and cultural features.  The brand “New England” was both coined and framed at the very beginnings of colonial settlement by a Smith with a particular vision of the region and the will to tirelessly promote it to a skeptical England.  John Smith’s most important campaign produced one of the most enduring of all American place brands.

Bus Trip to the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), New York City

Saturday, November 17 -  Registration/Bus fee: $40 ($30 for Museum members) *Does not include the cost of admission to museum. 

Departing from UConn Storrs Campus at 8 am with second pick-up in Cromwell at 8:45 am. The bus will depart AMNH at 4 pm. 

Explore the world's largest natural history museum, the American Museum of Natural History.  It is one of the world's preeminent institutions for scientific research and education, with collections of more than 32 million specimens. The truly spectacular permanent exhibits feature dinosaurs, world cultures, gems, minerals, animals of the world and biodiversity.  For information on admission prices and to preview the exhibits, go to the American Museum of Natural Histories website at www.amnh.org.

Quillwork on Birch Bark

Cheri Collins, Museum Staff

Saturday, November 17, 10 am to 12 noon

UConn Storrs Campus, Advance registration required: $20 ($15 for Museum members). Includes materials fee.

Porcupine quill embroidery is an ancient art form that has been practiced throughout much of the North American continent. Many people recognize quill embroidery on hide clothing, but it is also used to decorate birch bark for many decorative and functional items. Participants can make own quill-decorated birch bark barrette or pendant to take home.  Adults and children ages 8 and above. Children must be accompanied by an adult.  
Saturday Afternoons at the Museum -FREE!-

November 17, 1 pm to 3 pm

Drop in at the Connecticut State Museum of Natural History for an afternoon of cultural and natural history activities. During the Museum’s “Saturday Afternoons at the Museum” program, participants can check out the Museum’s new exhibit Human’s Nature, join in a fun hands-on activity, and explore a different aspect of the world through experimentation and observation! The program, open to children entering grades 1 through 5, is free. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

For additional information or to register please visit

http://www.cac.uconn.edu/mnhcurrentcalendar.html or call (860) 486-4460.

CONTACT: David Colberg, Public Information 
(860) 486-5690; E-mail david.colberg@uconn.edu

Website: www.cac.uconn.edu 

Robotics in Connecticut

First Lego League (FLL) is a result of an alliance between FIRST and the LEGO Company. Guided by adult mentors and their own imaginations, FLL students—ages 9-14—solve real-world engineering challenges, develop important life skills, and learn to make positive contributions to society 
Connecticut has its own Lego League in which upper elementary and middle school students compete in robotics competitions.  The 2008 state championship will be held on Sunday, December 9th at Central Connecticut State University.   There will be regional competitions leading up to the  state conference. For more information, contact Greg Kane: (860) 713-6916 gregory.kane@ct.gov 
Excursions, Manchester Community College (MCC)
WANTED: Creative, dynamic instructors who have a special area of interest to share with elementary and/or middle school age children.  MCC’s Youth Program, Excursions in Learning for Children, is now accepting activity-oriented courses to challenge gifted, talented and/or high-achieving students in grades K-8.  Spring excursions are held on Saturday mornings from 9:00 AM to noon on one or more of the following dates: 2/3, 2/10, 2/17, or 2/28.  Summer Excursions is a two-week program scheduled from 7/30-8/10.  For more information including submission deadlines dates and a course proposal form, please contact Susan Meisler, Program Coordinator at (860) 512-2804 or smeisler@mcc.commnet.edu  Consider submitting a course proposal for 2008 now!
Future Problem Solving of Connecticut

Future Problem Solving of Connecticut will offer its usual fine array of training sessions for teachers.  The topics are cutting edge and inspiring.  
1. Jan. 9, 2008 (snowdate of Jan. 10)  Topic: Neurotechnology
Neurotechnology is technology that makes it possible to manipulate the brain.  Already one young patient has had a chip embedded in his brain, which allows him to control a computer using his thoughts.  Instruments and techniques used in developing neurotechnology include brain imaging systems, (MRI, PET, EEG), biochips (DNA microarrays, protein chips, RNA chips), genetic engineering techniques, cellular implantation, and electronic stimulation.  Neurotechnology offers hope to sufferers of brain disorders and spinal cord injuries to lead a normal life again.  It has also the potential to enhance brain functions in normal people.  What are the ethical implications of neurotechnology?  Should it be used only for recovery from illness and injury or it the use of it for augmentation also a possibility?

2. Feb. 26, 2008 (snowdate of Feb. 28) Topic: Debt in Developing Countries
For many years, the world’s poorest countries have been forced to take out loans to afford essential goods and services for their people, such as national security, healthcare, public safety, and education.  In the short term, deficit spending can create jobs and fulfill basic needs.  But it also leads to higher interest rates that stifle economies, and imposes obligations on future generations to repay the debt.  Many activities and world leaders now argue that the debts of third world countries, which are largely owed to wealthier foreign governments and multinational corporations, amount to a substantial obstacle to sustainable development, security, and stability in those countries.  Pleas to forgive the debt of poor nations have evoked much sympathy in recent years, but opinions remain divided over how best to remedy the situation.
 

The cost for either seminar is $5/person for those enrolled in the FPS Program and $10/person for others.

 

Nancy Wogman and all the Future-Problem Solving coaches in Connecticut continue to do a fabulous job providing young people with compelling and rigorous learning opportunities.  You can register online at www.fpspofct.org.

 

Talcott Mountain Science Academy
Talcott Mountain Science Academy has a listing of great programs for students and they are organized by age level.
For students in grades 7-12, the center is offering mentorships in Astronomy & Digital Astrophotography, Meteorology & Remote Sensing, Computer Graphics & Digital Video and Music Technology. http://www.tmsc.org/mentors
For upper elementary and middle school students, the center is offering a variety of six week enrichment programs, including robotics.  Students who participate in the fall or spring program will learn how to build, test and program robots.  http://www.tmsc.org/saturdays
For primary-age children, Talcott Mountain offers Prime Time during the day.  Topics are as follows:

Fall 2006: Robotics, Sports Science, Music and Science, and Art & Science.

Winter 2006: Magic and Science and Inventions

Spring 2007: Dinosaurs, It’s a Bug’s Life, Rocketry, and Sun, Moon and Stars http://www.tmsc.org/primetime
Doors to Diplomacy

The United States Department of State sponsors the Doors to Diplomacy educational challenge to encourage middle and high school students to produce Web projects that teach others about the importance of international affairs and diplomacy.  The deadline for registering in 2008 is February 28th.  For more information: www.globalschoolnet.org/gsh/doors  

II. ON-LINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES in GIFTED EDUCATION

On line distance learning opportunities are becoming increasingly available.  For those who find travel difficult and have a computer, these distance learning opportunities have become a viable alternative to courses offered in traditional classroom settings.  While there are many such opportunities, I am providing you with distance learning opportunities that are supported by: the University of Connecticut and the University of Virginia.  If you are interested, please visit their respective web pages to learn more about these different, yet equally compelling, professional development opportunities.

The University of Connecticut 
Educators around the world can now become part of the University of Connecticut’s gifted and talented program. The Neag Center for Gifted Education and Talent Development at the University of Connecticut features eight online graduate courses in gifted and talented education. 

The online courses offer educators an interactive and exciting classroom without leaving home. The courses are flexible and designed to accommodate students’ busy schedules. The interactive nature of the classes promotes personal contact. Students engage in online discussions that provide asynchronous interactions between and among the instructors and classmates as they complete projects related to personal goals. 

Interested students can learn more about the classes and register at http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/WebClasses/Descriptions.htm The following courses were scheduled for the fall semester: Introduction to Gifted Education and Talent Development, Creativity, Social and Emotional Components of Giftedness and Talent Development, Seminar in Gifted Education, Curriculum Options for High Ability Learners, Strategies for Differentiating the Grade-Level Curriculum, Parenting for Talent Development,  Underserved Populations and Multicultural Aspects of Gifted Education, Talent Development in the Arts, Curriculum Options for Gifted Students Using the Parallel Curriculum Model, and Counseling Techniques, Principles and Methods in Educational Research, Developing Schoolwide Enrichment Programs.
For additional information contact:

Dr. Del Siegle, Phone: 860-486-0616  Email: dsiegle@uconn.edu
University of Virginia: CaseNEX 

 Online courses and non-credit training in gifted education are available to educators, parents, and other advocates of gifted and talented learners through a unique collaboration between the Curry School of Education at the University of Virginia and CaseNEX.  With the instructional guidance of the gifted education faculty at the University and the technical support of CaseNEX, students engage in an interactive exploration and resolution of real-life cases.  Although opportunities exist for interaction with other students and the instructor, students complete the course at a flexible pace and on their own schedule. 

CaseNEX is unique in combining a leading graduate program in gifted education with an exciting problem-solving approach to online learning.  Each course presents students with a series of cases consisting of problems simulating real-world challenges. The cases themselves consist of video and audio files, photographs, and other graphics selected to enhance the reality of the case stories.

Courses are developed and taught by UVA faculty including: Drs. Carolyn M. Callahan, Carol A. Tomlinson, Catherine Brighton, and Tonya Moon.  For more information about classes and other training online, visit CaseNEX at   http://www.casenex.com.

III. Scholarships for Students
The Davidson Institute for Talent Development

Located in Reno, Nevada, the Davidson Institute for Talent Development was founded in 1999 by educational software entrepreneurs, Bob and Jan Davidson.  The mission of the Davidson Institute is to recognize, nurture and support profoundly intelligent young people and to provide opportunities for them to develop their talents to make a positive difference.  For more information about this scholarship opportunity, please visit this web site: www.davidsoninstitute.org  or call (775) 852-3483.  To download 2008 Davidson Fellow application materials, please visit www.davidsonfellows.org   The deadline for applications is March 26, 2008.    


Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Award

The NAGC-Nicholas Green Distinguished Student Award Program began in 1998/1999.  The awards program was established by NAGC through funds provided by Maggie and Reg Green to honor the memory of their seven-year-old son, Nicholas, who was killed in a drive-by shooting while vacationing in Italy in 1994.  NAGC awards a $500 US Savings Bond and a Certificate of Excellence in each state to an exceptional student in grades three to six who has distinguished him or herself in academics, leadership, athletics, or the arts.

Students may nominate themselves or be nominated by parents, teachers, students or community/civic groups. In addition to the application form, applicants must submit a letter of recommendation, and a composition about why they feel their effort is important and how they got interested in the area for which they are being nominated. The composition must respond to the following questions: 
1. What is the activity or interest area for which the student is being nominated?
2. How did the student become interested/involved in the activity?
3. What impact has the activity had on the student and on others? 

4. How have the student's future plans and goals been affected by this activity or interest area?
The students are free to describe their interests and accomplishments in any manner, with no specific word or limit or style. A letter of recommendation must also be submitted. The letter of recommendation must be from someone other than a nominee's family member such as a teacher or principal, explaining why the student is deserving of the award, what sets the student apart from others and how the nominee is impacting others.
Since Connecticut students became involved in this competition, two students have received this award.  As you recall, Evan Feinberg was a national winner in 2001.  Please visit the NAGC web site to learn more about this opportunity for young people, http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=560 The contact for this award in Connecticut is Kerstin Warner, (203) 341-1582  kerstin.warner@westport.k12.ct.us  
Jack Kent Foundation for Young Scholars-A Program To Benefit Highly Able Students Entering High School: Students with Learning Disabilities Encouraged to Apply

The mission of the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is to help young people of exceptional promise reach their full potential through education.  They focus in particular on scholarships for outstanding individuals with financial need. The Foundation has student scholarships in four areas.
Graduate
This program awards scholarships worth up to $50,000 each to college seniors or recent graduates to attend graduate or professional programs.  

Undergraduate Transfer
This program awards scholarships worth up to $30,000 each to students and recent alumni from community colleges or two-year institutions who will pursue bachelor's degrees at four-year institutions.

Young Scholars
Through this program, the Foundation selects high-achieving youth with financial need and provides them throughout high school with individualized educational opportunities and support that will enable them to develop their talents and abilities.

September 11
Scholarships for spouses and dependents of victims of September 11th or the 2001 anthrax attacks currently enrolled in college or trade school who demonstrate financial need.
For general information about the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation: http://www.jackkentcookefoundation.org/jkcf_web/content.aspx?page=AboutFo&_redir=991 
IV. STATE UPDATE

Endorsement Proposal for Teachers of the Gifted

I am delighted to share that we have submitted a proposal for an endorsement for teachers of the gifted to the Bureau of Certification at the State Department of Education.  Over the last 25 years, there have been attempts to secure certification for those who work with high-achieving students.  I am hopeful that we will be successful this time.  Below is information about the cross endorsement: a brief history, information about the current endorsement package, and the next steps that will occur as the State Department of Education reviews all proposals for changes in certification regulations.  I would personally like to thank Yuhong Rong and Sally Reis for their help as we moved this proposal through the appropriate channels.

History of Gifted Education Endorsements

There is a long history related to securing a cross endorsement in gifted education. In fact, we have been trying for over a quarter of a century to secure appropriate training for those who work with out state’s most capable students.  
	May, 1982
	Dr. John C. Mulrain, then assistant superintendent for Trumbull Public Schools, submitted a proposal for G/T certification to the State Department of Education.  Dr. Mulrain submitted the proposal on behalf of a State Force on Gifted and Talented Education. 



	February, 1996
	A Task Force Meeting for Gifted Education considered the merits of submitting a proposal for G/T endorsement



	June, 1996
	Memo from Alan White to Abigail Hughes regarding topics for 12 hours of G/T coursework pursuant to cross endorsement



	October 1996
	Memo from Abigail Hughes to Alan White regarding proposed regulations for cross endorsement.  No action was taken.


The 2007 Endorsement Proposal
The current endorsement proposal requests a cross endorsement.  This means that anyone who works with bright children would have to hold a current teaching certificate in CT.   On top of that, this proposal seeks that each candidate take an additional nine credits, as follows:
Introduction to Gifted Education

Historical, philosophical, and psychological foundations of educational provisions for, and characteristics of, gifted students. 

Identification and Assessment of Gifted and Talented Students

Definitions and identification of giftedness, including instrument selection and developing district procedures for identification of students including those in underserved populations.

Curriculum and Instruction for Gifted Learners

Theoretical bases and curriculum models for gifted students including procedures for planning, implementing and evaluating educational programs, differentiating the regular curriculum, and collaboration with classroom teachers.

It is important to note that we have included a clause to grandfather in those who have been active and successful in the field for years prior to this proposal should it be accepted.
Rational for the 2007 Gifted Endorsement

We provided a variety of reasons for this application for certification.  These reasons are listed below.

1. Open Access to Coursework. Coursework is widely available in various regions across the state and on-line.
2. Support from Higher Education. Higher Education personnel in the gifted and talented area is supportive at all CT campuses

3. Comparisons Nationwide. Twenty-three states require classroom teachers working in specialized programs for high achieving students to have a certificate of endorsement in gifted education.  Six states require pre-service in gifted education.  In all, 25 states—over half nationwide—require training.

4. Alignment with Current CSDE Initiatives.  Endorsement would underscore our work in the SDE to emphasize the need for curriculum differentiation for all students.  Curriculum differentiation is one of the centerpieces of our work to close the achievement gap.  It is also a pillar of our collaborative work on restructuring high schools 

5. Support from Urban Superintendents.  Many urban superintendents are painfully aware of the need for rigor and curriculum differentiation for all their students, especially their most able.  To better prepare these students, they recognize the need for highly trained g/t specialists who can promote the habits of mind and course work that are prerequisite to the success of underserved gifted and talented students.  Our recent Urban Showcase, spearheaded by Doris Kurtz and other urban superintendents, is testimony to their commitment to well- prepared g/t teachers and their ability to transform the lives of their students and the respective school cultures within which they operate.

Where the Certification Proposal Currently Stands
About a month ago, I sent the entire package of documents to the Bureau of Certification.  The package contained our application, the proposed nine credits, endorsement signatures from many of you who attended the professional development on gifted education that was held at UConn last May, and additional endorsement signatures from higher education.  Thank you to all who gave us their signatures to accompany this package.

Next Steps

The Certification Bureau personnel will put the entire package into their files and use them to prepare future documentation for the State Board of Education in Spring, 2008.   Our role is complete until the Certification Bureau has a full set of regulations which we, in turn, will have the opportunity to review.  If the endorsement is successful, it would go into effect in 2010 with all the other new certification regulations.  
Major Grant Award Received to Support AP and Pre-AP Students

In September, Connecticut was awarded a grant for up to 13.2 million dollars over six years to increase the participation and performance of students in pre-AP and AP courses.  The press release below, was issued by the Governor’s office.

PRESS RELEASE

CONNECTICUT AWARDED A GRANT OF UP TO $13.2 MILLION TO FOSTER
NEXT GENERATION OF SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS
Governor Rell Announces National Math and Science Initiative Grant to Improve Student Performance
Connecticut is being awarded a grant of up to $13.2 million from the National Math and Science Initiative (NMSI) Advanced Placement training and incentive program. NMSI is a new nonprofit organization designed to help America maintain its global leadership position in technological innovation. 

The grant will help fund training and incentive programs for Advanced Placement (AP) and pre-AP courses and exams for the next six years. A major goal is to prepare students to excel in math, science and English and encourage them to explore science- and technology-based careers. 
"Education and job growth continue to be top priorities for my administration. This grant will allow our education system to provide today's students with the skills and knowledge they need to be successful and it will help address the need for innovative and talented employees who will continue to lead Connecticut's economy in the future,” said Governor M. Jodi Rell. “Success in the global economy depends upon having an adaptable workforce grounded in math and the sciences.” 
"Technology and innovation help Connecticut 's companies remain competitive in today's global marketplace, and that's why programs like this one are so essential,” said John R. Rathgeber, Connecticut Business & Industry Association president and CEO. “This grant will develop programs to help close the achievement gap between our urban and suburban districts and prepare today's students to participate in tomorrow's workforce – a workforce that will be a major source of high-tech innovation, wealth creation and exciting opportunities.”
Following a highly competitive process involving 28 applicants, Connecticut was one of only seven states selected to receive NMSI's first grants. 
Launched in March 2007, NMSI was developed in response to a call for action by the National Academies' 2005 blue ribbon panel report, “Rising Above the Gathering Storm.” According to the panel of 20 experts, improving American students' performance in math and science coursework is the most effective way to increase U.S. competitiveness in a global market. 
Exxon Mobil Corp. announced its support of the initiative with a commitment of $125 million. The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Michael and Susan Dell Foundation are also funding the program. 
"By focusing on programs that are proven to be effective, NMSI holds great promise in fostering the next generation of scientists and engineers,” said Rex Tillerson, chairman and CEO of Exxon Mobil Corp. 
"At a time when all young people need higher skills to be successful, it's critical that Connecticut's education system provide students with the skills necessary to compete in today's high-tech global economy,” said Lauren Weisberg Kaufman, CBIA vice president for education and job training and executive director of the association's Education Foundation. “This grant will allow us to support extensive training of AP teachers in math, science and English, so that they can improve student performance in these critical courses. By better educating the state's future workers, Connecticut will be able to retain its world-class workforce.” 
CBIA tentatively plans to work with high schools in the following 10 Connecticut cities and towns: Ansonia, Coventry, Danbury, East Hartford, Hartford, New Britain, New London, Putnam, Stamford and Waterbury.
The grant will be awarded to CBIA's Education Foundation along with its supporting partners: the Connecticut State Department of Education, the Connecticut Department of Higher Education, the Connecticut Academy for Education in Mathematics, Science and Technology, and the Connecticut Science Center  
Connecticut’s NMSI initiative, called Project Opening Doors, will serve 13 schools in 10 school districts: Ansonia, Coventry, Danbury, East Hartford, Hartford, New Britain, New London, Putnam, Stamford and Waterbury.  This long-term grant will provide many deserving students with increased access to high-level courses in mathematics, science and English; increased time on task, and sustained professional development to teachers in some of the state’s most worthy school districts, 
V. FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Javits Funding

This past spring, both the House and Senate appropriations committees included 7.6 million for the Javits program in the 2008 labor/HHS education funding bills.  This amount is less than what was hoped for, but it did not require organized efforts to save funding.
This funding level is not sufficient to conduct a competition for the state grants program.  It is, however, sufficient to fund the work of the National Research Center on the Gifted at UConn.  It is anticipated that there will be a competition in 2008 for five-year demonstration grants.  It is also anticipated that there may be a showdown with the White House on overall funding levels, which may impact the Javits funding level.
Science and Math

Several bills have been introduced to address America’s competitiveness in mathematics and science and some bills have already been approved by the 110th Congress.  One of the most comprehensive bills is the America Competes Act, which is described below.  I have taken out portions that do not apply to schools and teachers.  Although many of you may not have a chance to actually compete for these funds, each state department will be hearing about grant opportunities that you, in turn, may be eligible for.  Stay tuned!  The full summary is available at http://www.ednews.org/articles/10558/1/SUMMARY-OF-THE-AMERICA-COMPETES-ACT/Page1.html 
SUMMARY OF THE “AMERICA COMPETES ACT 

The “America COMPETES Act” is a bipartisan legislative response to recommendations contained in the National Academies’ “Rising Above the Gathering Storm” report and the Council on Competitiveness’ “Innovate America” report. The bill is similar to the “National Competitiveness Investment Act” that Senators Frist, Reid, Stevens, Inouye, Domenici, Bingaman, Enzi, Kennedy, Ensign, Lieberman, Alexander, Mikulski, Hutchison, and others introduced in September 2006. Several sections of the bill are derived from proposals contained in the “American Innovation and Competitiveness Act of 2006” (S.2802), approved without opposition by the Senate Commerce Committee, and the “Protecting America’s Competitive Edge Through Energy Act of 2006” (S.2197) approved without opposition by the Senate Energy Committee last year. Accordingly, the America COMPETES Act focuses on three primary areas of importance to maintaining and improving United States’ innovation in the 21st Century: (1) increasing research investment, (2) strengthening educational opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics from elementary through graduate school, and (3) developing an innovation infrastructure. 
No Child Left Behind

The Congress has begun reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), also known as the “No Child Left Behind” (NCLB) Act.  Many anticipate that lawmakers will explore “growth” models for measuring a student’s annual performance. 

VI. GIFTED in the NEWS
In this new section of the newsletter, I would like to bring your attention to noteworthy articles about gifted and talented students.  In this newsletter I would like to address Time magazine’s cover story in late August called “The Genius Problem.”  The thrust of the article suggested that we—as a nation—are failing our brightest students.  Visit the link to this story and then read on to find out what students, parents and teachers have said about some of the nation’s most capable students.  Parents, teachers and board of education members with whom you work may mention the article and you may want to reference some of the information and perspectives below or simply use the responses to sharpen your own thinking about this issue.  http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1653653,00.html 
Backtalk
Response 1: The following response was written by Richard Rusczyk on September 21st.  Although he is happy that a new focus is being placed on the needs of very bright students, he disagrees with some of the tenets of the article, namely that uncaring schools build the character of precocious students.  Website: http://blogs.britannica.com/blog/main/2007/09/failing-our-geniuses 
As some of you probably saw, a Time magazine cover story recently asked if we (we Americans) were failing our geniuses. While I’m happy to see someone asking the question, I wasn’t thrilled with the article. 

Aside from continuing to portray the gifted as oddities, the author appears to think that such students don’t need special attention, using the peculiar argument that if Einstein didn’t get it, no genius should. The author even argues that being forced to overcome an uncaring education system is actually good for the kids; it builds character, etc.  Could you imagine the author writing the same about poor students, or women in mathematics, or learning-disabled students? 

The conclusion, of course, is that gifted students therefore don’t need special schools; they just need to be able to accelerate. This shows a clear misunderstanding of the problem. Our top students nowadays usually are accelerated in school. And they’re still bored and underserved. 

The problem our students face in their regular schools is that the standard curriculum is not designed for high-performing students, just as PE classes are not designed for our best athletes. The classes are too slow and too easy. And skipping grades or going to community college doesn’t address the core issue either.  It puts these students in yet another class that isn’t designed for them, only now the other students in the class are many years older, which creates its own social problems. A better solution is to create a specialized curriculum for honors-level students, just as there’s specialized training for the basketball team and the band.  I don’t mean honors classes – these are usually taught from the same books and with the same material as the regular classes.  I mean books and classes developed specifically for our future mathematicians, engineers and scientists. 

It’s because these materials and classes are not widely offered in our schools that people turn to institutions like the Davidson Institute for Talent Development in Reno. We’d love to be able to keep these kids in their regular schools, if only their schools would love to have them. Unfortunately, despite the efforts of the Davidsons and the many others engaged in gifted education, we’ll perhaps have to wait for another Sputnik event to attract broad public support for the children who hold many of the keys to our future. 
Response 2: This second response was written on August 25th and the author, C. Fertig, raises other issues with the cover story, Specifically, the author questions some of the conclusions Cloud draws, including the growing need for high percentages of people with doctorates and the causal connection between NCLB and reduction in funding for gifted and talented programs. Website: http://resources.prufrock.com/GiftedEducationBlog/tabid/56/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/203/Are-We-Failing-Our-Geniuses.aspx#Comments 
The August 16 issue of TIME Magazine features an article titled Are We Failing Our Geniuses? In the article, John Cloud criticizes the American school system, saying that it “has little idea how to cultivate its most promising students” and that it spends a disproportionate amount of money on students with learning disabilities, often ignoring the need for money to meet the needs of gifted students.

He cites that “many school systems are wary of grade skipping even though research shows that it usually works well both academically and socially for gifted students—and that holding them back can lead to isolation and underachievement.” 

While I agree with much of what Cloud says in this article, I do question some of his conclusions.  He states that, while the most recent data indicate that U.S. universities are awarding more doctorates than ever before, the rate of annual increase has fallen dramatically. In 1979 it hit nearly 15% for the year, but for more than a decade now, the number has grown less than 3.5% a year.  His assumption is that we are now coasting and the implication is that this is because we are not adequately attending to the education of the gifted.  While it may be true that there was a dramatic increase in the number of doctoral candidates following the post-Sputnik era, I question whether the number of students seeking advanced degrees should be expected to increase by high percentages every year. Are there that many people who would benefit from a doctorate?  Is a doctorate important to all high-level professions?  Is this really a valid measure of opportunities available for gifted students? 

Cloud also states that the year after President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) in 2002, Illinois and Michigan cut large amounts of funding from gifted education. Yet, he offers no documentation explaining the link between the cuts and NCLB.  Although there may be a link, he did not provide evidence.  He just came to that conclusion on his own. 

The premises of Cloud's article revolve around The Davidson Academy, a public school for profoundly gifted students that has received a lot of press.  But, this is not perfect either.  The school’s admission policy relies on test scores.  One consequence of this is that its population does not mirror the population of our country.  Both girls and African Americans are represented in disproportionately small numbers. 
VII. COMPETITIONS FOR STUDENTS 

American Computer Science League

The American Computer Science League (ACSL) organizes computer science contests and computer programming contests for middle schools and high schools.  Last year, in its 26th year of operations, more than 200 schools in the United States, Canada, Japan and Europe participated. Contests are held at participating schools throughout the school year and an unlimited number of students may compete.  In each competition, students are given short, theoretical and applied questions and then a practical problem to solve within three days, testing it on data using their school’s computer facilities.  After the contest is over, each school’s results are returned to ACSI for tabulation.  At the end of the year, an Invitational Team All-Star Contest is held at a common site. The contest is open to students in grades 6-12 and is broken down in four divisions.  Schools begin registering in July.  Contests are held during the months of December, February, March and April.  Trophies and computer equipment are awarded to winning teams.  For more information:  http://www.acsl.org   
National Peace Essay Contest

The United States Institute of Peace established the National Peace Essay Contest to recognize peace, justice, and freedom, and it is designed for students in grades 9-12.    First-place state winners receive college scholarships of $1,000 and also compete for national awards of $10,000, $5,000, and $2,500 for first, second, and third place respectively (national awards include state award amounts). All first-place state winners are invited to attend an awards program Washington, D.C. in June 2004. 

The 2007-2008 essay topic is "Natural Resources and Conflict.” For more information: http://www.usip.org/ed/npec/topic.html      
Ralph Waldo Emerson Essay Contest  

The $3,000 Emerson Prize is awarded annually to students published in The Concord Review during the previous year who have shown outstanding academic promise in history at the high school level. Since 1995, 45 students have won the Emerson Prize. For more information: http://www.tcr.org/tcr/emerson.htm      
Arts Recognition and Talent Search

The Arts Recognition and Talent Search (ARTS) program identifies high school seniors and other 17- and 18-year-old artists in the disciplines of dance, film, video, jazz, music, photography, theater, visual arts, voice, and writing for scholarships and financial support.  Through the ARTS program, the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) annually awards up to $900,000 in cash awards and makes available $3 million in scholarships to America’s most outstanding grade 12 artists.  Visit the website and follow the links to learn more about each award category:  http://www.nfaa.org  

Lemelson-MIT Program for Invention and Innovation

Each day scientists, engineers and inventors are motivated by ideas. The prestigious $500,000 Lemelson-MIT Prize recognizes individuals who turn their ideas into inventions and innovations that change the world we live in and improve life for all of us. 

Dubbed the "Oscar for Inventors," the $500,000 Lemelson-MIT Prize is bestowed upon outstanding mid-career inventors, who have developed a patented product or process of significant value to society, which could be or has been adopted for practical use. By recognizing and funding younger, mid-career inventors, the prize is designed to spur inventive careers and provide role models for future generations of inventors. 

The Lemelson-MIT Program has modified its criteria for candidates of the $500,000 Lemelson-MIT Prize. Previously (1995-2006), the $500,000 prize did not specify age qualifications. The eligibility requirement for candidates is now 45 years of age or younger. These individuals will receive the prize mid-career, when both the recognition and the cash award can be of significant benefit to their future creativity and productivity. This distinguished honor will now serve as an even greater force for positive change. 

For more information: http://web.mit.edu/invent/a-prize.html 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards recognize students in middle and high school who have demonstrated exemplary community service. Applications are solicited each fall.  Local honorees are selected each November and, from these winners, two state finalists are chosen.  From the state finalists, 10 national winners are selected and announced at a special ceremony in Washington, DC in May.

To qualify, students must be in grades 5-12, have engaged in a volunteer activity that occurred at least partially during the 12 months prior to the date of application, and complete an application that is submitted by a school principle or head of an officially recognized organization by the last weekday in October.  Local honorees receive a certificate; state honorees receive $1,000, a medallion, and an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C; national winners receive an additional $5,000.  The deadline for nominations is usually the last weekday in October.  http://www.prudential.com/community/spirit/awards  

ExploraVision by NSTA and Toshiba

ExploraVision is a competition for all students in grades K-12 attending a public, private or home school in the U.S., Canada, or U.S. Territories. It is designed to encourage students to combine their imagination with their knowledge of science and technology to explore visions of the future. Teams of students select a technology, research how it works and why it was invented, and then project how that technology may change in the future. They must then identify what breakthroughs are required for their vision to become a reality and describe the positive and negative consequences of their technology on society. Winning ideas have focused on things as simple as ballpoint pens and as complex as satellite communications. The student teams write a paper and draw a series of Web page graphics to describe their idea. Regional winners make a Web site and a prototype of their future vision. 

ExploraVision is more than a contest. It can ignite every student's enthusiasm for science. For example, the teachers at East Literature Magnet School in Nashville, Tennessee, teamed together to have every one of their 300 students in grades 6-12 participate in ExploraVision. As part of preparing entries for the contest, the teachers and parents created a Saturday "East ExploraVision Symposium." The student teams presented their projects before a panel of four, including a non-science teacher, a parent, a community representative, and an expert in science and technology. Every student had the experience of participating in a science forum, gaining valuable scientific experience, and developing their verbal presentation skills. For more information: http://www.exploravision.org/2005/what_is_exploravision.htm 
VIII. Connecticut Association for the Gifted (CAG) Learning Opportunities for Students and Parents

I know that I speak for all of us when I thank the many parents who donate hundreds of hours into making these Minds-in-Motion events happen.  Without their tireless commitment, we would not enjoy such diverse opportunities for gifted and talented children in Connecticut, nor would we benefit as we do from the CAG grants that they make available to us each year.  

For more information about Minds-on-Location or Minds-in-Motion, please visit www.ctgifted.org  

IX. Requests and News From Colleagues Around the State
From Susan Irving: Southeast Middle School

I received an email from Susan Irving from Southeast School in Mansfield.  She is getting an intern who can help us all through a project she is completing at UConn.  She is compiling a list of enrichment resources and seeks our help.  She provided me with the following information:

My name is Jenna Bachinski and I am currently working on a project with Dr. Joseph Renzulli at the University of Connecticut to compile a comprehensive list of quality enrichment resources for use in classrooms grades K-12. We are seeking your suggestions for activities that you’ve found work well for students; either long-term activities such as a book series or more short-term resources such as computer software, center materials, or activity books. 

Our goal is to create a list that will be an authentic tool for teachers to utilize, thereby offering our students the best possible enrichment opportunities.

Please email any resources or activities that you think should be included; your suggestions are greatly appreciated.  We will, of course, share the completed list with all persons who contribute.  Thank you in advance for your help!

Sincerely,

Jenna Bachinski

Jenna.Allison@uconn.edu 

Let’s do our best to try to help Jenna out.  The more information we can all provide, the better this resource will be for all of us!

From Lori Cipollini: Cheshire Public Schools

I was chatting with Gary Ciafli in Trumbull yesterday. His TAG team leader will be going out on maternity leave in January and they are looking for a long term sub to fill Amy Williams’ place. If you know of anyone would you mind passing this information onto them? His number is 203.452.4348. His secretary is Valerie.

If anyone knows of someone looking for a long-term g/t sub position, please contact Valerie.
X. G/T DISTRIBUTION LIST

I currently send out updates and newsletters to over 250 teachers, administrators, and parents across the state.  If you know of others who would like to be included on this distribution list, please let them know about our service and ask them to send me their email address.

I wish you a most productive and rewarding school year.  Please contact me if you have any questions, Jeanne.Purcell@ct.gov    Phone: (860) 713-6745
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