Comprehension Pacing Guide 

	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered. These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE
Grade Level Expectations — Prekindergarten

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Answer “who,” “what,” “when,” “where,” “why” and “how” questions about the characters, setting, plot, theme, conflict, and point of view in a story.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Retell information from a story.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the characters in a story.
	
	*
	
	x

	Draw conclusions after listening to a story.
	
	*
	
	x

	Recognize there are different text structures (e.g., “Once upon a time…” beginnings — fairytales; “Hickory, dickory, dock” — nursery rhymes).
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered.  These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE
Grade Level Expectations — Kindergarten

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Answer literal and easy inferential questions about texts read aloud.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Retell information from a story, using proper sequence.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the setting, theme, conflict, and important events of the plot in a story.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify the topic of a nonfiction text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Make text-to-self connections.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify the specific purposes of a text (e.g., to find information, to enjoy a story, to receive a message).
	
	
	
	*

	Express opinions about texts and the reasons why (e.g., I liked …, I did not like …).
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered.  These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE
Grade Level Expectations — Grade 1

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Answer “who,” “what,” “when,” “where,” “why” and “how” questions about nonfiction text.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify story elements (e.g., characters, setting, plot, theme, conflict, and point of view).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the topic of and two facts about a nonfiction text.
	*
	
	
	

	Follow one-step written directions.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Summarize information with a beginning, middle and end.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify whether text is fiction or nonfiction.
	
	*
	
	x

	Make text-to-self and text-to-text connections.
	
	*
	
	x

	Support oral and written responses with evidence from text.
	
	
	
	*

	Identify the words an author or orator uses to create an image in the reader’s mind.
	
	
	
	*

	Develop and ask one question that would provide more information about a topic after reading a nonfiction text.
	
	
	
	*

	Write a different ending to a story.
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered.  These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE
Grade Level Expectations — Grade 2

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Respond to oral and written questions about story elements (e.g., characters, setting, plot, theme, conflict, and point of view).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Respond to oral and written questions about the facts in nonfiction text.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Follow written directions of two or more steps.
	*
	
	
	

	Compare similarities and differences of characters in a story.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Compare information across nonfiction selections (e.g., seagulls vs. hawks).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Make text-to-text and text-to-world connections.
	
	*
	
	x

	Read several texts within a genre, about a single topic, or by a single author and compare similarities and differences.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify the author’s use of literacy devices (e.g., interesting word choice).
	
	*
	
	x

	State fact versus opinion (e.g., I am a boy;  Everyone loves ice cream.).
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify what is important to an author based on the content of text.
	
	
	
	*

	Synthesize information from text to extend meaning (e.g., ask an author questions or points to include in a speech).
	
	
	
	*

	Make connections to text representing different perspectives from the student’s family, friendship, culture and tradition, generating personal and text-based responses.
	
	
	
	*

	Identify rhythm, rhyme, alliteration, and assonance in poetry.
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning.  These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8, are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered. These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 3

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Express opinions about texts and the reasons why (e.g., I liked …, I did not like …).   P
	*
	x
	
	x

	Summarize information with a beginning, middle and end. P
	*
	x
	
	x

	Make text-to-self, text-to-text and text-to-world connections. P
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify rhythm, rhyme, alliteration and assonance in poetry.  P
	*
	x
	
	x

	Describe characters’ physical and personality traits.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Draw conclusions based on implicit or explicit evidence from text.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Describe the conflict faced by a character in a story.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain similarities and differences in a story.
	*
	x
	
	x

	State the main idea with supporting details in informational text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify why a text is preferred, using evidence to support opinion.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify most surprising/interesting/important part of a text and explain why.
	
	*
	
	x

	Develop a new title that best fits a text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify and explain text structures (e.g., sequence, main idea/details, compare/contrast, cause-and-effect).
	
	*
	
	x

	State the theme in literary text.
	
	
	
	*

	Interpret meaning based on charts, graphs, maps, illustrations, photos in text.
	
	
	
	*

	Decide an author’s purpose for including particular information in a text.
	
	
	
	*

	Discuss the culture and/or traditions described in a piece of literature and explain how they are similar or different from those of the reader.
	
	
	
	*

	Recognize values, ethics and beliefs included in a text.
	
	
	
	*

	identify the author’s use of  literacy devices (e.g., simile, personification, interesting word choice). P
	
	
	
	*

	Select, synthesize and use relevant information from a text to include in an extension or response to the text (e.g., journal response, questions to ask the author, points to include in a speech).
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered.  These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 4

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Explain steps in a process (e.g., problem solving in mathematics, life cycle of a butterfly in science).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Summarize information, including main idea, most important text-based facts, details, and/or ideas (e.g., newspaper, magazine, Internet articles, content journals).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Describe the components of setting (e.g., time, location, descriptive surroundings). 
	*
	x
	
	x

	Recognize organizational patterns of text (e.g., main ideas and supporting details, compare/contrast, cause/effect, sequence of events).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Determine character traits, using knowledge of the characters’ situations.
	*
	
	
	

	Distinguish fact versus opinion in text.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify and explain the elements of particular literary forms (e.g., poetry, short story, biography, journalistic writing, narrative).
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify the best/worst part of an event or situation in text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify and explain the author’s use of metaphor and onomatopoeia.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify literacy devices the author uses to appeal to the reader (e.g., humor, imagery).
	
	*
	
	x

	Synthesize information in the text to extend the meaning (e.g., what might the next paragraph be about)
	
	*
	
	x

	Infer characteristics, setting, plot events, theme, conflict.
	
	*
	
	x

	Recognize and discuss an author’s values, ethics and beliefs included in many texts.
	
	
	
	*

	Identify and explain the difference between first, second and third person point of view.
	
	 
	
	*

	Analyze how characters deal with diversity and adversity relating to real-world situations.
	
	
	
	*

	Use multiple texts to compare and contrast characters, settings, plots, themes, conflicts, and points of view.
	
	
	
	*

	Determine an author’s purpose for choosing a certain genre.
	
	
	
	*

	Determine an author’s purpose for including or omitting details to create meaning.
	
	
	
	*

	Make generalizations about a topic after reading more than one text (e.g., life during the Civil War after reading several informational/expository and literary/narrative accounts of this historic period).
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning. These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered.  These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 5

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Summarize the major actions that define the plot and how actions lead to conflict or resolution.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Use knowledge of the situation, characters’ actions, motivations, feelings, and physical attributes to determine characters’ traits.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Take a position regarding a topic/issue.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Connect current issues, information from other texts, and personal experiences to characters, events, and information.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Follow multistep directions in a procedural text and explain and/or follow the process.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain how specific text features help you understand a selection (e.g., how a chapter heading helps you think about the chapter, how boldface or italics signals a new term that can be found in the glossary).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain the characteristics of various genres.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the narrator and explain which point of view is used.
	
	*
	
	x

	Identify recurring themes in literature, including books by the same author (e.g., friendship, conflict).
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain how a story would change if a different character narrated it.
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain similarities and differences within and among multiple cultures or historical periods (e.g., marriage customs or family vs. community responsibilities).
	
	*
	
	x

	Evaluate the quality and value of text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Find similarities and differences within and between texts using text-based evidence (e.g., character’s point of view in poetry and narrative; the author’s feelings and the poet’s feelings).
	
	*
	
	x

	Understand how the author’s experience, values, ethics and beliefs influence text.
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain the influence of setting on character and plot.
	
	
	
	*

	Compare and contrast ideas, themes, and/or issues across texts, and across texts representing multicultural experiences.
	
	
	
	*

	Discuss and analyze how characters in text deal with conflicts of human experience, relating to real life situations.
	
	
	
	*

	Compare and contrast the same conflict from the point of view of two different characters.
	
	
	
	*

	Understand the social and cultural perspective from which the author writes and how that contributes to the text.
	
	
	
	*

	Explain how personal beliefs and values influence the interpretation of text.
	
	
	
	*

	Examine and determine the validity of sources of information.
	
	
	
	*

	Recognize author’s perspective (e.g., opinion about an idea, stand on an issue, perspective on a topic) and cite supporting literary/narrative text details or information text facts.
	
	
	
	*

	Explain how information in a text could be used to solve a problem and cite text-based examples (e.g., use information from an article about when fruits and vegetables are in season to save money at the grocery store).
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning.  These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered. These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 6

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	State both literal and/or inferred main ideas.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the type of conflict in a text and recognize how it affects the characters’ actions.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the point of view used (first, second, third, or omniscient) and interpret how point of view influences the text (e.g., how would a story change if the point of view changed).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain the influence of setting (historical context) on mood, character and plot.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Summarize information, including introduction and closing statements, main idea, most important supporting text-based facts, details, and/or ideas, connections between the key ideas, and in one’s own words.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Describe how major and minor characters change over time.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain the use of foreshadowing and parallel plots to convey meaning.
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain various subgenres of fiction based on their characteristics (e.g., science fiction, fantasy, myths, legends).
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain how characters in a text deal with diversity (e.g., culture, ethnicity) and conflicts of human experience, relating these to real life situations.
	
	*
	
	x

	Interpret cause and effect relationships (e.g., how the time period of a novel determines a character’s behavior).
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain the use of flashbacks to convey meaning.
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain how information in a text could be applied to understand a similar situation or concept in another text.
	
	
	
	*

	Explain the impact of literary devices on meaning (e.g., flashback, tone, bias, dialect, irony/satire, and use of fragments).
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate the author’s use of various techniques to influence readers’ perspectives (e.g., appeal of characters in a graphic novels and picture books, logic and credibility of plots and settings, use of figurative language).
	
	
	
	*

	Understand how social, cultural and historical contexts contribute to an author’s perspective.
	
	
	
	*

	Draw a conclusion about how text might be useful to someone.
	
	
	
	*

	Create literal and inferential questions based on text to extend meaning.
	
	
	
	*

	Decide if the author’s ideas are grounded in fact.
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate the credibility, accuracy and bias of informational text, including Internet sites, electronic recordings, visuals, and other technology resources.
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning.  These grade level expectations for Grades 3-8 are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered. These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 7

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Compare and contrast universal themes, human nature, cultural and historical perspectives in multiple texts
	*
	x
	
	x

	Explain the author’s use of voice (e.g., formal, casual, intimate) and how this influences meaning.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify an author’s use of time and sequence through the use of literary devices (e.g., foreshadow, flashbacks, dream sequences, parallel episodes, and the use of traditional and/or cultural-based organizational patterns).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Identify the major actions that define the plot and how actions lead to conflict or resolution.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Respond to literal and inferential questions with explicit and implicit evidence from texts.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Analyze the characteristics and structural elements/essential attributes in a variety of poetic forms (e.g., epic, sonnet, ballad, haiku, free verse).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Compare and contrast authors’ and/or characters’ perspectives expressed in multiple texts.
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain the similarities and differences in how an idea or concept is expressed in multiple texts.
	
	*
	
	x

	Apply information in one text to understand a similar situation or concept in another text. 
	
	*
	
	x

	Explain the author’s purpose for writing a text.
	
	
	
	*

	Explain how readers’ experiences, ethics, values, assumptions and beliefs influence the interpretation of text.
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate how an author's experiences, ethics, culture, heritage, ethnicity, values, assumptions and beliefs bias meaning.
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate how authors, illustrators and filmmakers express political and social issues.
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate ideas, themes and issues across texts.
	
	
	
	*

	Judge the validity of the evidence the author uses to support his/her position (e.g., is the evidence dated, biased, inaccurate) and justify the conclusion.
	
	
	
	*


	The following is a guide for choosing targeted objectives and assessing the students’ learning.  These grade level expectations, 3-8, are not to be taught in isolation. This guide identifies featured skills that will be assessed at the end of the appropriate quarter. Each assessment is cumulative, so all the expectations need to continue to spiral throughout the year with a new group of identified skills featured. Some GLEs targeted in previous grades may also be assessed. The March CMT will test all skills expected to be mastered. These skills come from the reading comprehension GLEs.  

The * indicates a featured skill for the quarter.  

The x indicates continued instruction and possible assessment.
P indicates a prior grade’s GLE

Grade Level Expectations — Grade 8

	Students:
	Fall
	Winter
	CMT
	Spring

	Generalize about universal themes, human nature, cultural and historical perspectives from reading multiple texts.
	*

	x
	
	x

	Explain how a story’s plots and subplots do/do not contribute to the conflict and resolution.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Interpret how situations, actions and other characters influence a character’s personality and development.
	*
	x
	
	x

	Extend the meaning of a text by expressing an insight implied but not stated (e.g., author’s perspective, the nature of conflict) or use text-based information to solve a problem not explicitly identified in the text (e.g., use information in an article about fitness to design an exercise routine).
	*
	x
	
	x

	Develop literal and inferential questions about texts using explicit and implicit evidence from the texts.
	
	*
	
	x

	Compare and contrast text written in a variety of genres and explain why certain genres are best suited to convey a specific message or invoke a particular response from the reader.
	
	*
	
	x

	Analyze the characteristics and structural elements/essential attributes in a variety of poetic forms (e.g., epic, sonnet, ballad, haiku, free verse).
	
	*
	
	x

	Critique an author’s reasoning and use of evidence in an argument or defense of a claim.
	
	*
	
	x

	Compare, contrast, and critique two author’s beliefs and assumptions about a single topic or issue and decide which author presents the stronger argument.
	
	*
	
	x

	Critique the way in which an author uses a variety of language structures to create an intended effect (e.g., words or phrases from another language, dialect, simile, and metaphor).
	
	
	
	*

	Explain how certain actions cause certain effects (e.g., the holocaust changed international politics today or how the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II affected traditional Japanese family structure).
	
	
	
	*

	Identify motivations and reactions of literary characters from different cultures or historical periods when confronting similar personal conflicts, and hypothesize how those characters would handle a similar modern conflict.
	
	
	
	*

	Analyze and critique the intended effects of propaganda techniques the author uses to influence readers’ perspectives.
	
	
	
	*

	Evaluate recurring themes in literature that reflect worldwide social and/or economic change (e.g., social change, such as characters that change their attitudes after learning about different cultures).
	
	
	
	*


