PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD:

Focus strategy/objective:  Apply comprehension strategies during reading such as questioning (aligned with CMT objective D-2).
[image: image1.wmf]  Ask a question about something else you would like to know about a topic after reading a text.
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)

Text: A Ladybug’s Life by John Himmelman
FYI:  This book does use the word mating, though no details are given; death is not mentioned.
BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge:  (Genre) Show the cover and a few pages from this book.  Ask:  Do you think this book is fiction or nonfiction?  Why?  (Students may suggest that it looks like nonfiction because of the title and it seems to be showing facts about a ladybug’s life.  There is also a list of words — glossary — at the end.)  You may add that this book does provide information about ladybugs, but it is told in story form.  Point out that many nonfiction books have photographs; this book has drawings.

(Topic) Ask students what they know about ladybugs.  (Take just a few connections.)

(Author)  Show picture of author inside back cover.  Read the blurb or tell children that this is a Connecticut author.  He lives in Killingworth.  
Predictions:  This book is nonfiction so it will teach us about something. What do you predict we will learn in this book?    
Purpose for reading: Today we will wonder about other things we would like to know about ladybugs based on information the author has told us.  We will think of good questions to ask.
[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	There are many words in this book that will be unfamiliar to first graders.  Discuss the ones you find appropriate.  Two possible words to focus on are larva and pupa.  Although these are technical terms that will not be useful to young children on a day-to-day basis, they are important for understanding the life of other insects, as well. 
New words:  larva, pupa:  Insects have different stages during their life.  Unlike human babies, they might look totally different when they are first born from what they look like as adults.  (Discuss butterflies, as an example:  When they are born, they are caterpillars.  They are called larvae at this point in their life.  Later they go into a cocoon.  At this stage of life they are called pupae.)  Ladybugs have a larva stage and a pupa stage, too.  We will find out about these stages in this book.

	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:  
Flip through the book so students can see there is only one sentence at the bottom of each page.  Say something like:  “The author of this book gives us some information about ladybugs, but as you can see, there is not very much writing.  As we read these pages, I think we will wish the author told us more.  We will have some questions that we would like to ask this author if he came into our classroom.”  
“Good questions often start with who, what, when, where, why, how.  (Write words on board.)  As we read I will begin by thinking up some questions that start with these words.  I will make sure my questions come right from the words on the page.  You try to do that, too.  When a good question pops into your mind, raise your hand and tell us what you are wondering.”
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting, picturing, wondering, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.

Model This book is unpaged.  Page 1 for this planner begins, “In the early spring …”
p. 1: I am wondering:  How many eggs does a ladybug usually lay?  How long is it until the eggs hatch?
p. 2: How big is the ladybug larva?  What does the larva eat?

p. 4:  I notice I found the answer to one of my questions.

p. 6:  What is the difference between the larva stage and the pupa stage?

Practice: 
When appropriate, transition from modeling to prompting students to come up with their own questions based on the information in the text.  Encourage students to ask questions unprompted, too.
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]



AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:
D-2:  What is one question you would like to ask the author based on something you read in this book?
Other questions:
A-1:  Think about the title of this book.  Is it a good title?  Why or why not?
C-2:  Which part of this book was the most interesting to you?  Why?

D-3:  Why do you think the author wrote this book?  What was important to him?
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	How do readers go about asking good questions about a book?  What should you keep in mind?  (5 w’s, ask a question directly related to content of the book)
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:  During a class discussion, the student will ask one or more relevant questions related directly to information in the text.   
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Student asks multiple, insightful questions linked to specific information in the text; language structure is sophisticated.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Student asks at least one question unprompted that relates directly to the text; expresses question clearly with reasonable language structure.
1 = Almost proficient: Student asks question when prompted; may need assistance from teacher to articulate the question. 
0 = Not evident at this time:  Student does not ask any questions even when prompted.


LITERACY EXTENSION ACTIVITIES FOR DIFFERENTIATING INSTRUCTION:

 A Ladybug’s Life by John Himmelman
	Vocabulary extensions
	· Create a vocabulary book with illustrations of the words in the glossary:  aphid, cranefly, larva, mealybug, praying mantis, pupa, robberfly, warbler
· Here are some strong verbs from this book.  Answer each question in a complete (oral) sentence, connecting the word to your life:
1. What would you like to pluck from a tree in your yard?

2. When is it a good idea not to snoop?
3. What would you seek if you went to the story to buy candy
[Marzano: practice]

	Oral language/Fluency practice
	Have students practice one of these text segments — ladybug in spring, or ladybug in summer until they can read it accurately with good pace, expression, and use of punctuation:

Spring

In the early spring, a ladybug lays her eggs on a leaf.

Soon, a ladybug larva squeezes out of her egg.

Good morning, spring.

The ladybug larva plucks an aphid off a rose stem.

She grows bigger and bigger each day.

Soon the ladybug larva changes into a ladybug pupa.

Then, the ladybug pupa changes into a ladybug beetle.

Summer

Good morning, summer.

The ladybug beetle searches for food.

Mealybugs make a good meal.

The ladybug beetle climbs to the top of an aster.

And then flies off through the air.

A warbler tries to catch the ladybug beetle.

She gets away.  But a robberfly is not as lucky.
Modification for striving readers:  Find a favorite page and practice reading a single sentence demonstrating good fluency.
[Marzano: practice]

	Phonological Awareness/Phonics Extensions
	· Find three words from the portions of text above with a long a sound.  Find three words with a long e sound.  Find three words with a short e sound.  Find three words with a short i sound.  
· How many syllables in each word:  ladybug, spring, egg, bigger, pupa, larva, summer, food, aster, lucky, swing, praying mantis, autumn, sleepy, friends, mealybug
[Marzano: practice]

	Reading extensions
	Other read-aloud books about ladybugs:
The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle
The Ladybug and other Insects:  A First Discovery Book from Scholastic

What about Ladybugs? by Celia Godwin

Ladybug, Ladybug by Ruth Brown

I Spy a Ladybug by Melinda Lilly

Ladybug on the Move by Richard Fowler
Are You A Ladybug? by Judy Allen and Tudor Humphries
Other read-aloud books by John Himmelman

Search the Internet for “John Himmelman” and you will be directed to his Web page which contains information about all of his books as well as other links.
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Read another nonfiction book about ladybugs or read about another insect.  Create an insect fact card about the ladybug, or another insect.  On one side of the card, draw a picture of the insect.  On the other side, include information about: habitat, predators, prey/food, one interesting fact. 
· Write a question you would like to ask the author about this text using the following frame:  A question I have for the author is _______________.
[Marzano: nonfiction writing, practice]

	Content Area Connections


	· Science:  Make a diagram of a ladybug.  Label these parts: head, spots, legs, antennae, eyes. 

· Science:  Read about the life cycle of the ladybug.  Find out about each stage: egg, larva, pupa, adult.  Make a picture book to show what you learned.
· Math:  Give students a drawing of a ladybug, or allow them to draw their own with a black line down the center of the back to divide the wings.  Share the following rhyme and have students create and solve their own word problem.
       Ladybugs come in every shape and size.
       Some are even old and wise.
       My little ladybug is different from the rest.
       Now can you pass the test?
       He has ___ spots on his right wing 
       and ___ spots on his left wing.
       That's all I saw.
       How many spots are in all?

[Marzano:  practice]


Ladybird Beetles 
(Tune: Jolly Old St. Nicholas)
 Ladybirds have spots or stripes 
 They're yellow, red or green; 
 They love to live where there are weeds; 
 Around the world they're seen. 
 They're in the beetle family 
 And that is no surprise, 
 Though some folks call them "ladybugs" 
 Or even "ladyflies." 

 They lay their eggs upon a leaf; 
 Their larva is quite small 
 With little legs; the pupa stage 
 Hangs on a leaf or wall. 
 Their favorite food is aphid pests-- 
 They eat a lot each day; 
 And from their legs a fluid comes 
 That drives their foes away. 

 Each beetle has six jointed legs 
 With which it walks or clings; 
 It also has two separate pairs 
 Of very special wings; 
 The first pair is quite hard and tough, 
 Protecting what's below: 
 Transparent wings that it can use 
 To fly where it should go. 

 About a hundred years ago 
 An awful insect pest 
 Was spoiling California's fruit-- 
 The farmers had no rest-- 
 Till someone had a great idea 
 And from Australia came 
 A beetle that would save the crop: 
 The ladybird by name. 

      © Suzy Gazlay 

Five Little Ladybugs 

Five little ladybugs, climbing on some plants,
Eating the aphids, but not the ants! 
The first one said, "Save some aphids for me!" 
The second one said, "These are tasty as can be!" 
The third one said, "Oh, they're almost gone!" 
The fourth one said, "Then it's time to move on! 
The fifth one said, "Come on, let's fly!" 
So they opened their wings, and flew through the sky. 
  

If I Were A Ladybug 

"If I were a Ladybug 
I'd be orange and black 
I'd be oval in shape 
And have spots on my back 
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I'd look at the flowers 
And crawl up the plants 
And I'd have for my neighbors 
Some beetles and ants!" 

© Marlene Glaus 
Used with permission 
Never Hurt a Ladybug! 
  
Ladybugs are in my yard 
Just look at them devour 
  Those pesky aphids on the leaves 
Of all my pretty flowers! 

Never hurt a ladybug 
 We need them in the garden 
  Ladybugs help flowers grow 
   So we must give them pardon! 

~Author Unknown~ 

