WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Use organizational structures when writing: Students will use a variety of transition words beyond “and then.”
[image: image1.wmf] Get rid of “and then” in my writing and add better connecting (transition) words
Resource:  A Ladybug’s Life by John Himmelman  

Special Instructions: Read this text for comprehension before using it for a writing lesson; This lesson is appropriate for students who typically write more than one sentence on a topic. 

The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Today we will learn how authors choose good words to connect their ideas so we can get rid of boring connecting words in our writing.
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target)
	If we connect all our ideas or sentences by saying “This happened and then this happened and then this happened…..” it gets boring for a reader.  Readers like to see interesting words that help them understand the writing better.  I’ll show you some examples so you can add interesting connecting words to your own writing.
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model
(May not always use a literature model)
	· Re-read A Ladybug’s Life, this time paying close attention to the transition words the author uses.  Some examples from the text:  Soon, Then, And then, But, It is time…, At last, Now, When summer has passed …, As it grows older….

· Think aloud with the class about choices the author could have used instead of “Then” and “And then” 
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create

shared writing

piece
(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
1. Make a list of good transition word from the Ladybug text.  Add to the list with other words that students suggest (for example:  Suddenly, After a while, At last, Finally, etc.).
2. Create a short, shared piece with some good transition words. (For example:  At first I was worried to go to a new school.  Suddenly a girl with a ponytail came up to me and asked if I wanted to play tag.  After that we played tag for a long time.  At last it was time to go to our room and I felt happy.)
3. Find all of the transition words and underline them.
4. Prepare students for a writing task that incorporates transition words.  This might be:  
· Revising a piece of personal writing to get rid of “and then.”
· Writing about any topic of their choice where they can use transition words.
· Writing about a topic supplied by the teacher such as: “My last birthday,” “What I did before school this morning,” “How to ________.” 
[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The students will:  write (or revise) their pieces using transition words.  

[Marzano: practice**]
The teacher will support students by: monitoring progress, providing encouragement and support as needed.
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Sharing:  Invite students to share their writing using whatever sharing procedure you use in your classroom.  This could include author’s chair, pair-share, etc.
Responding:  Ask children to respond by doing one of the following (based on developmental level):  Notice the transition word, give a compliment, or ask a question
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· What are some examples of good transition (connecting) words?  
· Why should writers use good transition words when they write?  
· What transition words should we usually try to avoid?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:   

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Student uses a variety of transition words without prompting, including some that demonstrate sophisticated language patterns (Meanwhile, As you can see, etc,).
2 = Proficient at grade level:   Student uses transition words other than “And then” in a way that makes sense with and without teacher prompting.
1 = Almost proficient:  Student often uses the words “And then,” with occasional use of more diverse transitions when prompted by the teacher.
0 = Not evident at this time: Student’s writing is so basic that transition words are seldom used. 


