Dr. Nancy Boyles


FLUENCY/ORAL LANGUAGE LESSON PLANNER

Objective: Adjust reading rate according to purpose (e.g., faster for easy, entertaining text; slower for nonfiction/expository).
[image: image1.wmf] Read nonfiction at a reasonable pace, using good phrasing to help with comprehension.
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)

Resource:  Excerpts from Giant Pandas by Gail Gibbons or other nonfiction text at students’ instructional level
Special Instructions: Use text for a comprehension lesson before using it for a fluency lesson.

	State the Objective (target) in language students can understand

[Marzano: setting objectives]
	In order to explain why this objective is important, say something like: Readers read different texts different ways so they can understand what they read.  When you read a story, you might be able to read it pretty quickly because lots of stories are quite easy to understand.  But when you read nonfiction, you should slow down because information is often harder to understand than a story, and your mind needs to really think about the words.  Grouping words into phrases also helps as you read nonfiction in a meaningful way.

State the objective clearly: Today we will work on reading nonfiction at a pace that is just right by grouping words into phrases.

	Explain how to reach the target
[Marzano: advance organizer]
	Authors give us many clues that help us understand how to group words.  They put periods at the end of a sentence so we will know that we have reached the end of one complete idea.  Commas help us to group words, too.  Sometimes we see the word “and” in a sentence, which may be a sign that the next part of the sentence can be grouped together.  I will show you what I mean. 

	Model
(Gradually transition to greater student independence)

[Marzano: providing feedback]
	(Use examples like the following. Model reading at a reasonable pace that aids comprehension, using the phrasing cues described above.  You may want to show students how to group words into phrases even when there are no obvious cues.)
Use of periods for phrasing
· In about 40 days the cub opens its eyes.  It has black and white markings.
· Now it is time for the young panda to live on its own.  In another two years, it will be able to have its own young.

Use of commas for phrasing
· Pandas bark, growl, and squeal.  

· In fact, pandas are hard to find in the wild because they hide when people are coming.

Use of “and” for phrasing (as conjunction that joins to parts of a sentence)
· Giant pandas are shy and tend to stay by themselves.
· The cub has pink skin all over and some fuzzy white fur.

	Practice

(Students gradually work toward independence)

[Marzano: providing feedback; cooperative learning]
	(This is a good small group activity.)
· Have students work in pairs, providing them with a short selection of nonfiction text that they can read comfortably.  The text should be something they can mark up.  
· Ask students to mark the cues in the text that will help them with phrasing:  periods, commas, “and.”

· Ask students to take turns reading the text orally with their partner until the pace is just right and the words are grouped into good phrases.  They should also be able to explain what the text is about in their own words.  

· Invite students to read their text aloud to a group of their peers who will assess the reading based on appropriate pace and attention to periods, commas, and the word “and” (if it separates groups of words).

	Reflection

[Marzano: generate hypothesis]
	· Why is it a good idea to read a bit more slowly when reading nonfiction text?
· What are some clues that the author gives to help us group words together so they make sense?
· What do we call groups of words that we read together?  (phrases)

	Indicator of mastery

[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:   

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Reads nonfiction at a reasonable rate; uses commas, periods, and the word “and” to group words into meaningful phrases. Independently recognizes and uses other clues that signal phrasing (for example, “but,” “or,” prepositional phrases, etc.); easily explains the meaning of the text.  

2 = Proficient at grade level:  Reads nonfiction at a reasonable rate; uses commas, periods, and the word “and” to group words into meaningful phrases; able to explain the meaning of the text at least generally. 

1 = Almost proficient: Reads a bit too fast, too slowly, or the reading is choppy; may recognize punctuation and phrasing cue words (and), but doesn’t always use these cues to help with phrasing; comprehension is sketchy. 
0 = Not evident at this time: Mostly word-by-word reading with little or no attention to punctuation and no sense of phrasing; does not derive meaning from the text.


