Dr. Nancy Boyles

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS (OR PHONICS) LESSON PLANNER

Objective: Distinguish between the long a sound and the short a sound to decode words accurately.  (Know sounds automatically for all long and short vowels.)  

[image: image1.wmf] Recognize words with a long a sound and words with a short a sound, and words where /a/ makes neither the long a or short a sound. 
Resource:  Any list of grade-appropriate words containing the long a and short a sound is fine.  (The words here came from the Giant Pandas book as well as other words matched to students’ level.)
Special Instructions: Phonics/PA lessons are most appropriate for small group instruction with children who have similar skill needs.

	Set the purpose

(Target)
[Marzano: setting objectives]
	Today we will work on saying words with the long /a/ sound and the short a’ sound — and how to tell which sound the word will probably make. 

	Explain

(How to hit the target)
[Marzano: advance organizer]
	/a/ often makes the short a sound when it is by itself between two consonants in a syllable (like cat).
/a/ often makes the long a sound when it has another vowel next to it (like main) or when there is an e at the end of the syllable (like make), or when it is at the end of a syllable (like baby).

Sometimes words are tricky and and a doesn’t make either the long a or the short a sound.  

Let’s use these clues to try to figure out different words with the vowel a in them. 

	Activity

(Model and Practice)
[Marzano: providing feedback, form hypothesis]
	1. Identify and list in random order words that contain different sounds of /a/ such as: habitat, natural, harm, captive, claws, nature, place, playful, appealing, mean, communicate, grasp, athletic, paddle, female, called.
2. Make a chart with the three categories below and with your group of students, sort the words into the appropriate categories.
Long a
Short a
Other

3. For the long a and short a words, discuss why you know to try that sound when decoding the word.  (Form a hypothesis based on the structure of the word.)
4. Provide students with a similar list of words for independent practice, or ask them to find (10) words in a text they are reading with an /a/ and categorize them as above. 

	Reflection:
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]
	· How do you know when a will probably make the short a sound in a word?
· How do you know when a will probably make the long a sound in a word?

· Does a always make either a long or a short sound?  

	Indicator of mastery:

[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:   

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Reads even difficult multisyllable words with the vowel a accurately, and independently applies decoding strategy (above) to determine the sound the vowel will probably make.  
2 = Proficient at grade level: Independently applies decoding strategy (above) to unknown grade-level words to determine the sound the vowel will probably make and to decode words accurately.  
1 = Almost proficient:  Applies decoding strategy (above) to unknown grade-level words when prompted and generally uses this knowledge to decode words accurately.   
0 = Not evident at this time:  Unable to distinguish between long and short sounds for the vowel a, and does not decode even simple words with this vowel accurately. 


