Dr. Nancy Boyles

WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Use careful and specific word choice (includes the five senses).
[image: image1.wmf] Use texture words that describe how something feels when you touch it.
Resource:  Any text can be used that includes sensory words describing texture.  

Special Instructions: Writing lessons generated from a particular text should be taught when students are familiar with the text through a previous lesson or read aloud.

The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Today we will learn how authors add texture words to their writing to make their writing more lively 
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target)
	Texture words are words that describe how something feels when you touch it.  If you use a texture word when you are describing something, it helps the reader get a better picture in his or her mind about what you are writing about.  Let’s think about some texture words so you can use them in your own writing.  
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model or other stimulus

(May not always use a literature model)
	Provide a variety of different textured materials such as cotton balls, scraps of velvet, silk, aluminum foil, sandpaper, burlap, dried leaves, etc.  Let students touch these materials to determine related texture words. Make a list of these words.

You can also use literature models to demonstrate the use of texture words.  This sentence from Giant Pandas by Gail Gibbons is one example:  “The fur of a giant panda is thick, coarse, and oily to keep the panda’s body warm and dry.”

*As a follow-up extension on another day, you could create a list of texture words to display on a word wall that students could reference in their writing — words such as bumpy, cold, cool, dusty, fluffy, gooey, greasy, gritty, hard, hot, icy, prickly, rough, sharp, slimy, slippery, smooth, soft, sticky, sweaty, wet, etc.  
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create

shared writing

piece
(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
1.  Create a few examples of sentences that incorporate texture words using simple props: 

· This stuffed bunny has soft, pink fur with a fluffy, white tail.
· My apple is smooth, with a couple of spots that are mushy.
· When you touch a frog, its skin feels slimy and cool.  
2.  Prepare students for a writing task that incorporates texture words.  This might be:  
· Revising a piece of personal writing to add some good texture words.
· Writing about any topic of their choice where they can use texture words.
· Writing about a topic supplied by the teacher such as a description of a piece of fruit, a stuffed animal, an item of clothing, etc.  (This description may involve the use of other sensory words too such as taste, smell, etc., but focus mostly on the use of texture words as this was the lesson objective.)
[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The writing task:  Students will write or revise their piece using texture words.
[Marzano: practice]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up:
· Identify a variety of texture words.
· Note places in a piece of writing that could benefit from the addition of a texture word — or a more specific texture word.
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Sharing:  Invite students to share their writing using whatever sharing procedure you use in your classroom.  This could include author’s chair, pair-share, etc.
Responding:  Ask children to respond by doing one of the following (based on developmental level):  Notice the texture word, give a compliment, or ask a question that the author can consider for revising the piece (for example:  You said the french fries were greasy, but how else do those french fries feel?)
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· What are some examples of good texture words?  

· Why should writers use good texture words when they write?  
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:   

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Student uses unique texture words almost automatically when writing, and uses the words accurately and effectively.
2 = Proficient at grade level: Student recognizes where grade-level appropriate texture words can be used in a piece of writing to enhance description and includes these words while both drafting and revising his/her writing.
1 = Almost proficient: Student revises writing to include a texture word when prompted by the teacher.
0 = Not evident at this time:  Student does not understand the concept of texture words and does not add them to his/her writing even when prompted. 


