PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD/SHARED READING:

Grade 3
Focus strategy/objective: Respond to texts by making text-to-text and text-to-world connections in diverse texts, including multicultural texts (aligned with CMT objective C-1).
[image: image1.wmf] Think about someone who did something kind.  Tell how that experience was like the experience of Tomás in the story when the Library Lady was kind to him.
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)
Text: Tomás and the Library Lady by Pat Mora
Special Instructions:  This book is also available in Spanish and would be excellent for dual language schools, bilingual classes, or ELL students if their first language is Spanish.  Also, there are many Spanish words in this book that can be introduced to celebrate Hispanic culture.
BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge: (Topic) (Discuss concept of migrant worker.) What is a “migrant worker?”  If you were a child in a family of migrant workers, what might be difficult about your life?

(Discuss how librarians can help you and why a library can be an important place.) Has a librarian ever helped you?  How?  Why might a library be a special place for you (or someone else)?     

(Author) (Some other books by this author include Pablo’s Tree, The Rainbow Tulip, and others.)  Have we read any other books by Pat Mora? What kinds of stories does this author write? (books about Hispanic families that help you connect to the characters)
(Genre) (Discuss personal narrative.) This story is a personal narrative.  A personal narrative is different from other kinds of stories because it doesn’t necessarily have a problem that needs to get solved.  As we read, we can think about the characteristics of a personal narrative.  (Although examining the genre is not the focus of this lesson, it would be a great objective for a follow-up lesson during which the book could be reread.)
Predictions: The title of this book is Tomás and the Library Lady.  Based on that and the picture on the cover, what do you think this story might be about?  (You can also tell students that this story is about a real person.  He started life in a family of migrant workers and became an important and famous person as an adult.)
Purpose for reading:  Let’s read this book to find out why the Library Lady was special to Tomás, and how we can make a personal connection to him 
[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	gulps, cot, storyteller, curled up, howling, thorns 
There are not many difficult words in this book.  The words above are just suggestions; For third graders, select two or three of these words to introduce, and teach them by providing student-friendly definitions, examples of the words in context — and always ask a few students to use the new word in a sentence, too.  Find opportunities for students to practice the new words both orally and in writing through vocabulary extension activities such as those listed on the final page of this planner.


	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:  
(Talk about what makes a good connection.) Sometimes when children are asked to make a connection to a text, they think they have nothing to say because the very same thing that happened to the character did not happen to them.  For example, in this story, the librarian is very kind to Tomás.  Someone might think, “A librarian has never been extra-kind to me, so I don’t have any connection I can make.”
But that is not a good way to approach connections.  Rather than thinking about the event, think about a feeling or character trait.  For this story, we will think about someone who has done something kind for you — or something you have done that showed kindness toward someone else.  It doesn’t have to be a librarian, or anything about a library.  
As we read, let’s look for places where the Library Lady was kind.  That will help you find a connection to kindness in your own life.
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting,  picturing, wondering, predicting; noticing, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.

Model:

p. 11 (A hand tapped his shoulder …):  The librarian offered Tomás a cool drink of water and offered him a chair.
p. 16: The librarian let Tomás use her library card to take out two books.

Practice: (Prompt students to identify places where the librarian was kind.)
p. 18: The librarian and Tomás read together.  She asked to learn Spanish words.
p. 23: The librarian gave Tomás a big hug when he gave her the pan dulce.
p. 25: The librarian gave Tomás a book when he went away.
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]



AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:

C-1:  In this story, the librarian was very kind to Tomás.  Make a connection to a time when someone was kind to you or when you were kind to someone else.
Other questions:
D-3:  What do you think was important to Tomás?  Find details in the story to support your answer.

A-4:  Make a prediction about what you think might happen when Tomás gets back to Texas?
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	When you want to make a good connection to a story, what should you think about? (feelings as well as events)
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task: Make a text-to-self connection based on a feeling rather than an event. 
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  The connection is particularly insightful showing abstract thinking or the ability to integrate ideas in a unique way.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Makes an appropriate text to self connection based on the identified feeling that includes both an example from the text and an example from his/her life.
1 = Almost proficient:  Relies on the event in order to make a connection, or the connection may be superficial, or may not include example from the text.
0 = Not evident at this time:  No connection was made, or the connection to self does not match the connection to text.


	POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION AND INDEPENDENT READING

	Above grade level:  During both independent reading and small group instruction, read books that provide opportunities for personal connections.  (Some good possibilities are realistic fiction, adventure stories, and personal narratives.)  Ask students to make a connection by independently identifying a feeling.  The “feeling word” should be specific and extend their knowledge of academic vocabulary.  
On-level: Generate a list of “feeling words” with students.  During small group instruction, find places in the text where characters demonstrate some of these feelings.  Ask students to make connections to those feelings.  Ask students to note one or two places in their independent reading book where characters demonstrate a specified feeling.  
Below level:  Generate a list of feeling words and help students use those words in an oral sentence connecting the word to their own lives.  Select texts where feelings are very clear.  Help students name the feeling during reading.  Model how you identify places in the text where the feeling is apparent.  Then ask students to do this for themselves (with your guidance.)  In their independent reading, have students find examples of basic feelings (kind, angry, etc.) through both pictures and the author’s words.  


	LITERACY APPLICATION ACTIVITIES

	Vocabulary extensions
	· Make a picture dictionary of some of the Spanish words in this book.

· Find more interesting synonyms for some of the words in this book (for example, tired, glad, hot, scared, tall, sad).  Use the words in sentences about Tomás.
[Marzano: practice]

	Oral language/Fluency Extensions
	· Find a page you like in this story and turn it into a little play.  Practice reading it with a few friends until you sound just like the characters in the story.  For example, if you choose page 11 (begins “A hand tapped…”), you will need someone to be Tomás, the library lady, and a narrator.  If you choose page 8 (begins “When they got hot…”) you will need someone to be Tomás and someone to be Papá Grande.

· Pretend you are the library lady.  Tell Tomás about a few of your favorite books.  Give a little book talk about each book.  Think of things Tomás would like to know about the book before reading it. 
· Interview your school librarian.  First think of some questions you would like to ask her or him.

[Marzano: practice]

	Word Study
	· Divide these words from the story into syllables:  vegetables, brother, forest, windy, fountain, carefully, dinosaur, library, empty, quiet, Indian, present.  How did you decide where the words should be divided?
[Marzano: practice]

	Written Response to Text
	Ask students to write their text-to-self connection based on the following question:  C-1:  In this story, the librarian was very kind to Tomás.  Make a connection to a time when someone was kind to you or when you were kind to someone else.

       Use this frame if students need scaffolding: 

In the story _______ felt _________ when________________________ ___________________________________________. That is like my life because I felt __________ when ____________________________ __________________________________________________.

[Marzano: nonfiction writing]

	Reading extensions
	The following books relate to librarians or wanting to learn to read:
· Library Lil by Suzanne Williams

· The Library Dragon by Carmen Agra Deedy

· The Shelf Elf by Jackie Mims

· More than Anything Else by Marie Bradby

· Thank You, Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco

· The Wednesday Surprise by Eve Bunting

· Goin’ Someplace Special by Patricia McKissack
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Pretend you are Tomás.  Write a letter to the library lady after you get to Texas.  Tell her about books you are reading and other things you are doing with your family.
· What kinds of things did Tomas like to read about?  Go to the library and find a few books you think would interest him.  Make a list of the books and include a short description of each one.  

 [Marzano: practice]

	Content Extensions
	· Create a poster to encourage children to go to the library.

· This book is about Tomás Rivera.  Use the internet to find out more about this person. Write a short biography about his life.
· Tomás’ grandpa was a storyteller.  Find a story that you like and learn to tell it the way it is written.  Tell it to your classmates using good expression.
[Marzano: practice]


