Dr. Nancy Boyles

WRITING PLANNER

Objective: “Show,” don’t “tell” using specific details.
[image: image1.wmf] Use specific details in my writing that show the reader what I mean.
Resource:  Tomás and the Library Lady by Pat Mora 

Special Instructions: By the time you teach this lesson, this book should be familiar to students as you may just want to read excerpts.
The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Today we will experiment with a technique (craft) authors use where they show you what they mean, rather than telling you.  It’s a good thing to understand because it can help your writing to be more interesting and fun to read.
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain
(How to hit the target)
	One of the tricky things authors do to make their writing fun to read is they don’t tell you things “straight out.”  They give you a few hints and make you figure things out on your own.  When you see how Pat Mora did this in the story about Tomás, you will se how easy it is, and you will be able to try it in your own writing.
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model or other stimulus

(May not always use a literature model)
	Examples from Tomás and the Library Lady
p. 3:  “Mama,” whispered Tomás, “if I had a glass of cold water, I would drink it in large gulps.  I would suck the ice.  I would pour the last drops of water on my face.”


The author doesn’t come right out and tell how Tomás is feeling, but she shows his feelings with these details.  You can see that Tomás is thirsty and hot. 

p. 9:  The next morning Tomás walked downtown.  He looked at the big library.  Its tall windows were like eyes glaring at him.  Tomás walked around and around the big building.  …..Slowly he started climbing up, up the steps.  He counted them to himself in Spanish.  Uno, dos, tres, cuatro…His mouth felt full of cotton.”
     
What do these details show?  (Tomás felt scared, nervous.)
p. 11 (last paragraph):  What details does the author tell us to let us know that the librarian was kind to Tomás?

p. 16: (first two sentences)  What details does the author use here to show?  What do these details show?

p. 18:  What are the details that show?  What do they show?

Other examples can be found in the book, too.  
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create

shared writing

piece
(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
Teacher and students compose a short piece together in which you show with a few well-chosen details, rather than telling.
For example:  Rather than say, “My old stuffed rabbit,” give a couple of details that show that the stuffed rabbit was old.  

Rather than say, “It was a hot day,” show that the day was hot by giving two good details.

[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The writing task:
Three possibilities:

1.  Students can write details to show rather than tell about a few things suggested by the teacher (for example, a polluted pond, a piece of pizza, a cute puppy).
2.  Students can write about a topic of their choice, including (two) places where they show rather than tell.

3.  Students can revise a piece of writing in their writing folder by noting where it could use details that show rather than tell.  
[Marzano: practice**]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up

· Above grade:  Show students how authors “show” with the help of sensory words.  Help them identify places in their writing where they could add details related to different senses.
· On-grade:  Ask students to identify places in their independent reading book where the author shows rather than tells.  Ask them to add one more detail that reinforces the image.
· Below level:  Continue to supply students with basic images they can elaborate on by showing. 
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Sharing:  Invite students to share their writing using whatever sharing procedure you use in your classroom.  This could include author’s chair, pair-share, writing groups, etc.
Responding:  Ask children to respond by doing one of the following (based on developmental level):  Identify the details the show; identify the idea the author was trying to convey with the details he or she chose.
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· Why do authors show instead of tell in their writing?
· How do we show rather than tell in our own writing?

[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:   

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Independently incorporates a variety of details, including sensory details, that show rather than tell while drafting and revising.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Identifies places in draft that would benefit from showing and revises piece accordingly.
1 = Almost proficient: Able to add detail that shows when directed by the teacher to do so.  
0 = Not evident at this time:  Writing is so limited that student does not yet address craft.


