Dr. Nancy Boyles


PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD/SHARED READING:

Focus strategy/objective: Determine the author’s purpose for including particular information and support decision with evidence/details from text (CMT: B-2).
[image: image1.wmf] Decide what the author was trying to show by including particular passages
                         How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)

Text: Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman by Alan Schroeder
Special Instructions:  It may take more than one day to read this book.  

BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge:  What do you know about Harriet Tubman?  What do you know about the Underground Railroad?    
Predictions:  Look at the title (including the subtitle) and the cover.  Based on those clues, what do you think this book will be about?  Do you think it is fiction or nonfiction?  Why? 
Purpose for reading:  This book is a fictionalized biography of Harriet Tubman’s childhood.  It could be considered historical fiction.  That means that the author used some information that is factual and true.  But he also “invented” some details that may not have really happened, but could have happened.  He did this in order to show particular things about Harriet and the time and place where she grew up.  (Read the first paragraph of the prologue, which explains this in the author’s own words.)  Today as we read, we will try to figure out why the author included certain details:  What is he trying to help us understand? 

[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	Use these words or others of your choice to teach and reinforce as you read this text:
spite, lunged, bandanna, aggravate, courage, 

	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:  
In order to figure out why the author included certain information, we will stop after passages that seem important to us and think about what we now know about a character or an event that we would not have known if the author had not included that particular detail.  I will show you how I do this, and then I want you to think about good places to stop, and the detail that the author wants us to understand. 
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting,  picturing, wondering, predicting; noticing, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.

Model:
p. 2:  (”Minty!  I know you hear me…) I’m noticing here that Minty stuck out her tongue when the mistress of the house called her; she didn’t feel like obeying.  I think the author wants us to see right away that Minty has a mind of her own.
p. 4:  I think the author wants us to see how Minty feels about having a “master” and how much she loves her doll.

p. 5:  I think the author wants us to see on this page how mean masters were to slaves.
p. 8:  The author is showing us again how mean masters were to slaves.  Just to be mean, Mrs. Brodas destroyed the one toy that Minty had (and loved.)

p. 9:  I think the author wants us to see on this page that Minty and her parents did not think the same way.  Her parents were worried Minty would be sold to another family far away.  Minty just wanted to run away.

Practice:  (Ask students what they think the author’s purpose is on each page.
p. 13:  The author wants us to see that slaves sort of took care of each other, and tried to give each other advice
p. 18:  The author’s purpose here was to show that Minty thought all creatures should be free.
p. 20:  The author’s purpose here is to show that slave masters punished their slaves cruelly.
p. 22:  The author is showing that slaves were often sold to other plantations, away from their families.

p. 23:  The author is showing how the slaves figured out how to run away.  They used the North Star to guide them.

pp. 25 and 27:  (same as p. 23) There were lots of things you needed to know if you were going to escape.

pp. 33 When you’re just a child, it is very scary to think of going off on your own on such a long trip — even though your life may be very difficult.  
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]



AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:
B-2:  Read page 35:  What do you think the author’s purpose was in including the last paragraph?  What did he want us to understand?  (Harriet was determined to fulfill her dream and run away in the future.)
Other questions:
B-3:  What word would you use to describe Minty?  Find details in the story to support your choice.

C-2:  What do you think was the most important part of this story?  Why?  How would you react if you were in a similar situation?
D-2:  Pretend you are Minty.  Write a paragraph that you might have included in your journal after Mrs. Brodas threw your doll into the fire.
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	· When we want to figure out an author’s purpose for including certain information, how do we do it?
· Why do you think it’s important to know why an author included certain details?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:  Identify the author’s purpose for including specific details in a text.
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Student independently selects appropriate places to pause during reading and correctly identifies the author’s purpose for including that particular passage.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Student correctly identifies the author’s purpose for including a particular passage when prompted by the teacher.
1 = Almost proficient:  Student identifies a reason for the author to have included a particular passage when prompted by the teacher, but the thinking is superficial or inaccurate.
0 = Not evident at this time:  The student does not respond; doesn’t understand the concept of author’s purpose.


	POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION AND INDEPENDENT READING

	Beyond grade level:  Ask students to consider author’s purpose when reading independent texts, including nonfiction texts.  Note significant passages in the text with post-it notes.  Be ready to explain author’s purpose for including each passage.
Grade level:  During small group instruction, work with students to have them identify significant passages, and why the author included these passages.

Needs additional support:  Highlight significant passages in a text.  Ask students what they would not know if the author hadn’t included that passage.  (They will probably identify literal details.)  Then ask them what these details show about the character.


	LITERACY APPLICATION ACTIVITIES

	Vocabulary extensions
	Vocabulary connections:  Answer in writing in complete sentences, using the vocabulary word in your sentence/
1.  What made Minty spiteful?  What might make you spiteful?

2.  Why did Minty need a bandanna?  When might you need a bandanna?
3.  What aggravated Minty?  What aggravates you?
4.  How was courage important to Minty in her life?  How is courage important 

     to you in your life?
[Marzano: practice]

	Oral language/Fluency Extensions
	· See the poem “Harriet Tubman” (attached).  Use the poem for choral reading, giving some students solo lines or “partner” lines, and having all students read other lines in unison. 

· Choose a page (or a few consecutive pages) from Minty and turn it into a readers theater script.  (You could use a scene that involves Minty and her parents, or Minty and Mr. and Mrs. Brodas.)  
[Marzano: practice]

	Written Response to Text
	Ask students to respond to the following open-ended response using the answer frame (attached) if necessary.
     Why did the author include _____ paragraph?  (What was the author trying to 

     show?)
[Marzano: nonfiction writing]

	Reading extensions
	· Read another book about Harriet Tubman.  Find five details about her life that you learned in this book that were not in Minty.  Create a picture book with this information.

· Read a book about the Underground Railroad.  Prepare a short speech to share the information you learned.

· Read a book about another famous African American woman.  (You might want to read about Rosa Parks, Marian Anderson, Bessie Coleman, or someone else.)  Create a Venn diagram that shows the similarities and differences of each woman as a child.   
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Write a letter to Harriet Tubman.  Tell her what you think about the way she was treated as a slave and how you feel about her trying to escape.
· Think about words and phrases that describe the character of Harriet Tubman. Then use each of the letters in Harriet Tubman's name to describe her. Write a characteristic that begins with H, one that begins with A, one that begins with the letter R, etc.

Conduct an imaginary interview with Harriet.  What questions would you ask her?  How do you anticipate that she would respond?   Write your questions and answers.   
[Marzano: practice]

	Content Extensions
	· Create a timeline that shows important event in Harriet Tubman’s life.  
· Create a map that shows Harriet’s route from Bucktown, Md., to Philadelphia, Penn.  How far is it?  What hardships would Harriet face in making this journey?

· Find a copy of the song Follow the Drinking Gourd that slaves sang as they escaped from slavery and headed north.  What do the words mean?
[Marzano: practice]


HARRIET TUBMAN

By Eloise Greenfield

Harriet Tubman didn’t take no stuff

Wasn’t scared of nothing neither

Didn’t come in this world to be no slave

And wasn’t going to stay one either

“Farewell!” she sang to her friends one night

She was mighty sad to leave ‘em

But she ran away that dark, hot night

Ran looking for her freedom

She ran to the woods and she ran through the woods

With the slave catchers right behind her

And she kept on going till she got to the North

Where those mean men couldn’t find her

Nineteen times she went back South

To get three hundred others

She ran for her freedom nineteen times

To save Black sisters and brothers

Harriet Tubman didn’t take no stuff

Wasn’t scared of nothing neither

Didn’t come in this world to be no slave

And didn’t stay one either

And didn’t stay one either.

Name: ___________________________
Date: _______________

B2-a:  Why does the author include paragraph ___?  (What did the author want you to understand?)
Strategy for reading

Go back and reread this paragraph or part of the text.  What is it about?  Now cover it up.  What would you not know about if that “covered” paragraph was not there?  The author included this paragraph because he or she wanted you to understand something beyond just the words in the text.  What did the author want you to understand?  It might be something about a character/person, a problem, a setting, or a particular event.    
Strategy for writing

1. Tell what this paragraph or passage is about. 
2. Give one or two examples that show what you mean.

3. Explain what the author wanted you to understand by writing this paragraph.

	This paragraph or passage is about_______________________ ___________________________________________________

Here is an example that shows what I mean: _______________
___________________________________________________.
By including this paragraph or passage I think the author wanted me to understand that __________________________________

___________________________________________________.
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