Dr. Nancy Boyles

WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Write a variety of forms/genres:  Recount (Biography)
[image: image1.wmf] Identify the kinds of information included in a biography, locate that information in literature models, and write facts in an interesting manner.
Resource:  Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman and other picture book biographies or other grade-appropriate biographical texts  

Special Instructions: Many lessons will be needed for students to write a good biography.  This lesson could serve as the first in a series of lessons and may take more than one day to complete.
The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	We read the book Minty, which is a fictionalized biography of Harriet Tubman when she was a child.  We will eventually write our own biographies of someone famous.  Today we will begin to learn about biographies by identifying the kinds of information included in a biography, and locating some of this information in biographies about different famous people.  We will then turn the facts that we find into an interesting paragraph.
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain
(How to hit the target)
	Identify with students the kinds of information included in a biography.  Use the rubric following this lesson or create one with your students.  Discuss why biographies include this type of information.  The list should include: place and date of birth and death; important incidents from childhood, education, and adulthood; significant contribution and how it improved or changed the world.  Character traits important to the success of this person should be evident in the details of his/her life.   
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model or other stimulus

(May not always use a literature model)
	Introduce students to the Biography Organizer (attached to this lesson).  Find incidents in Minty about Harriet’s childhood to include under the category “Family and Childhood Incidents.”  What additional kinds of information do we still need about Harriet to write a good biography?  (All other categories represented on the Organizer; this book focused only on Harriet’s childhood.)  
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create

shared writing

piece

(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
On a white board, transparency, etc., compose a paragraph together describing one of the important incidents during Harriet’s childhood.  Be sure to show her character traits and feelings in describing the incident.
[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The writing task: Divide students into small groups or pairs.  Distribute other resources about Harriet Tubman.  (There are many.)  Ask each group/pair of students to search for information in their resource about one biography category.  After finding information to include on the organizer, write a paragraph about that information. 
[Marzano: practice**]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up:
· Have students identified a specific biography category to find information about?  Do they know what category their information will fit into?

· Is the paragraph written from the information on the organizer interesting with insights into the person’s character traits?  
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Invite pairs/groups of students to share with each other or the whole class if you prefer.  Peers should listen for important information in the designated biography category.  They should also listen for insights into the person’s traits and feelings.
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· What kinds of information should be included in a biography?
· What are some points to keep in mind when turning your information from notes on your organizer into a paragraph?  (Need insights into the person’s traits and feelings.)
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:  Identify the kinds of information to include in a biography, locate biographical information, and create an interesting paragraph with biographical information.
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations: Independently identifies information to include in a biography, and writes information in engaging manner with many insights.
2 = Proficient at grade level: Generally able to identify the kinds of information to include in a biography.  Writing is clear, but does not include many insights into why the person was able to succeed or why the contribution was so significant.   

1 = Almost proficient:  Able to locate information to include in a biography with help.  Writing is sometimes unclear or deficient in other ways.   
0 = Not evident at this time:  Unable to locate relevant information to include in a biography or write biographical facts in a manner that makes sense.  


BIOGRAPHY RUBRIC

Name: ____________________________________
Date: ________________________

Topic: _______________________________________________________________________

	
	Excellent
	Satisfactory
	Emerging

	Shows evidence of thorough research
	Evidence of using multiple sources including Internet.
	Evidence of using one appropriate resource.
	Little evidence of using appropriate resources.

	Presents important facts, events, and contributions in a person’s life in a manner that holds readers’ attention.
	Includes significant facts, events, and contributions from all stages of person’s life in a lively manner using specific vocabulary.
	Includes some important facts, events, and contributions, but omits others; Information is explained clearly but may lack energy or rely on general or overused vocabulary.
	Events and facts included are not significant in the person’s life; Does not feature major

Contributions; Information is presented in mundane manner with poor word choice.

	Offers insights into the person’s character traits and feelings using specific details
	Paints a vivid portrait using anecdotes and quotes to show traits and feelings.
	Accurately depicts the person by including details, but tells more than shows traits and feelings.
	Does not seem to understand attributes that contributed to person’s success; Information is too general with few specific details.

	Organizes information well using chronological sequence
	There is a good order to the information; Evidence of paragraphs and topic sentences; Attention-getting introduction and a memorable conclusion.
	Information is generally organized in a logical manner, though paragraphs could be structured more clearly with topic sentences; Includes introduction and conclusion, though they may not be memorable
	Information appears disjointed with no particular order and little evidence of paragraphs; No real introduction or conclusion.

	Demonstrates attention to writing conventions and sentence structure
	Few or no errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation; writing flows well with good sentence structure and sentences that begin in different ways and are different lengths.
	Some errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation, but errors don’t generally disrupt meaning; Sentences are mostly well structured, but lack variety in style.
	Many errors in spelling, usage, and punctuation distract from the content of the biography; Often leaves words out of sentences, writes run-ons or fragments; no sentence variety.


G

Greatest strength(s): ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Area(s) for continued growth: ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
BIOGRAPHY ORGANIZER

	Name




	Birth:  Where and When




	Family and early life (at least two incidents)




	Education (including how important this was to the person later in life)




	Adult life (at least 3 incidents)




	Major accomplishments (include dates)




	Significance (How did the accomplishment change the world?)




	Death:  Where and When




