Dr. Nancy Boyles

PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD/SHARED READING:

Focus strategy/objective: Understand the social and cultural perspective from which the author writes and how that perspective contributed to this story (aligned with CMT objective D-3).     
[image: image1.wmf] Identify examples of bias, discrimination, and prejudice and make inferences from characters’ actions about their values and beliefs.  
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)
Text: Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki
Special Instructions:  Students will need background knowledge about Japanese internment camps before reading this book.  See below for ways to address this.
BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge: Ask students if they have ever heard of Japanese internment camps.  (You will probably need to explain the treatment of Japanese Americans by the U.S. government during World War II.  The author’s note at the beginning of this book provides a brief explanation.  For more background, search the Internet for “Japanese internment camps.”  One good internet source is: http://www.sfmuseum.org/hist10/relocbook.html.)  Be sure to explain why people of Japanese ancestry were relocated to internment camps. 
Predictions:  Ask students to make some predictions based on the title.  Tell students that this book is historical fiction:  What do they expect to find in historical fiction?  Look at the illustrations:  What do you notice about the illustrations at the beginning of the book?  (Note the colors used.)  How do they establish a tone for the story?  Look at the pictures on the last few pages.  What is different?  Why?  What does that demonstrate about the tone now?    
Purpose for reading:  Say something like:  This is a story of how a group of people turned humiliation and loss into dignity and self-respect.  Our purpose in reading this book will be to understand the social and cultural perspective and how that perspective contributed to this story.  
[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	Important words:  These words do not appear in the story, but will be important to students’ comprehension:  prejudice, racism, discrimination, bias, humiliation, dignity, self-respect, culture, determination, persistence.  
Introduce a couple of words at a time, providing opportunities for students to use them in oral sentences.

	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:  
Say something like:  In order to understand the social and cultural perspective of this book, we will look for examples of bias, discrimination, and prejudice against Japanese Americans, but we will also notice the things they did that helped them to survive.  We will figure out (infer) from this what personal qualities helped them succeed.  (Be sure to discuss the terms “bias, discrimination, and prejudice” before explaining how to meet this objective.) I will read this story aloud, pausing when I find examples of the treatment of Japanese Americans, and also their actions.  I will record what I find in the first two columns on the “Surviving Bias” Activity Sheet (see attached).  Later in the book, I will pause and expect you to note examples on your own copy of this activity sheet.    
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting,  picturing, wondering, predicting; noticing, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.

Model:
p. 2:  (bias) camp in the middle of nowhere, barbed wire fence, soldiers with guns, man in a tower; Americans think Japanese can’t be trusted
p. 3:  (bias) kids called me names, no one talked to me; moved to place where we had to live in horse stalls; 

p. 5:  (bias) lived in barracks (other examples of living conditions, too)

p. 6:  (actions) Teddy’s disrespectful treatment of father

p. 7:  (actions) built baseball diamond, got equipment, made uniforms

Practice: 
p. 9 (bias) watched by man in the tower

p. 10: (actions) trying to get better at baseball

p. 11: (bias)  man in the tower always staring

p. 12: (actions) made a home run

p. 13: (bias) nobody talked to me on street or at school; most friends didn’t come back, ate lunch alone

p. 15: (bias) “Jap” 

p. 17: (bias) “The Jap’s no good”

p. 22: (action) The ball looked like it went over the fence
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]



AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:
D-3: How did Americans treat Japanese Americans after World War II and what does this show about their feelings toward Japanese Americans?  Use examples from the story to support your answer.

D-3:  Using the “Actions” you recorded on your “Surviving Bias” activity sheet, identify the personal traits that guided the actions of the Japanese Americans. 
D-3:  What values and beliefs guided the behavior of the Americans?  What values and beliefs guided the behavior of the Japanese Americans?     
Other questions:

B-3:  What feelings did the Japanese Americans experience as they were forced to live in internment camps?  Support your answer with evidence.  Were these feelings justified?  Explain.
C-2:  What was your first reaction to this story?  Do you think you would have survived in a similar situation?  Why or why not?

C-1:  What are some other examples from history where people have been the victims of discrimination and bias?  Does discrimination and bias exist in our country today?  How is that similar to or different from the experience of these Japanese Americans?
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	· How do you go about identifying the values by which people live as you read a text?
· Why is it important to understand people’s values as you read?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]


	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:  Identify examples of bias, discrimination, and prejudice in a text and make inferences from actions about people’s values and beliefs.  
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations: Easily articulates the meaning of bias, discrimination, prejudice, etc; independently notes examples of these behaviors in text, and recognizes the implications for people’s values and beliefs.  
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Articulates satisfactory understanding of bias, discrimination, prejudice, etc.; recognizes examples of these behaviors in text; requires some assistance in using examples to infer values and beliefs.
1 = Almost proficient:  Articulates a basic understanding of bias, discrimination, prejudice, etc.; identifies examples of bias with teacher’s support; Has difficulty inferring beyond literal meaning of text to determine values and beliefs.
0 = Not evident at this time:  Cannot articulate meaning of bias, etc.  Is not able to locate evidence in text or infer meaning even when assisted.  


	POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION AND INDEPENDENT READING

	· For advanced readers:  For small group instruction, read a book such as Bat Six or Farewell to Manzanar (see below) and ask students to independently track evidence of bias with the “Surviving Bias” activity sheet; read books about discrimination against other groups of people in our country or around the world past or present.  Compare that situation to the plight of the Japanese Americans during World War II.
· For grade level readers: Read a text related to discrimination/bias of Japanese Americans or another cultural, racial, or ethnic group.   Guide students through the reading, finding specific examples of discrimination.  Infer values and beliefs based on this evidence.

· For struggling readers:  Read a picture book or short text related to discrimination.  Make a list of the evidence that shows discrimination.  Ask students to make connections to our world today.   


	LITERACY APPLICATION ACTIVITIES

	Vocabulary extensions
	· The words bias, prejudice, discrimination, and racism are similar in meaning.  Choose one of these words and do the following:  Provide a definition; give two examples that show the meaning of the word; write a sentence that applies the word to our world today; identify two books that relate to this word in some way.
· In this book, the Japanese Americans sought dignity.  Write a paragraph about how dignity is important to you in your life.  Be sure to give specific examples.
 [Marzano: practice]

	Oral language/Fluency Extensions
	· Pretend that you are a Japanese American during World War II.  You have just been ordered to leave your home to live in an internment camp.  Write a speech that you could deliver to a government official explaining why this is unjust.  Identify at least three reasons — and make them convincing.  
· Find a page in this book (Baseball Saved Us) that you feel strongly about.  Practice reading it until you can read it with great emotion, conveying the feelings it represents to you.  
[Marzano: practice]


	Written Response to Text
	D-3:  In the story Baseball Saved Us, how did the Japanese Americans show that dignity was important to them?  (Another value such as persistence or determination may be substituted if you wish.)
Strategy for writing

1. Write a sentence that tells what this person cared (or dreamed) about.

2. Give one example from the text that shows this was important to the character or author.

3. Give another example from the text that shows this was important to the character or author.     
[Marzano: nonfiction writing]

	Reading extensions
	There are many books related to Japanese Americans’ experiences during World War II.  They are generally historical fiction, with invented characters, but events accurately depicted; some are nonfiction:
· The Bracelet by Yoshiko Uchida (easy picture book)
· The Children of Topaz by Michael Tunnell (nonfiction chapter book)
· Farewell To Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and James D. Houston (true story; for advanced readers)
· Flowers from Mariko by Rick Noguchi and Deneen Jenks (easy picture book)
· The Invisible Thread: An Autobiography by Yoshiko Uchida (chapter book)
· The Moon Bridge by Marcia Savin (chapter book)
· So Far From The Sea by Eve Bunting (picture book)
· Bat Six by Virginia Euwer Wolff (chapter book for good readers)
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Write a letter to Japanese Americans apologizing for their treatment and relocation to internment camps during World War II.  (You might want to read the letter sent by President George Bush on this subject.)
· Pretend you are the narrator of this story (“Shorty”).  Write a journal entry that he might have written after being relocated with his family to an internment camp.  Include your feelings, concerns, worries, etc.
[Marzano: practice]

	Content Extensions
	History:  Research and write about Pearl Harbor and the events of Dec. 7, 1941.
History:  Research and write about one of these internment camps: 
Minidoka, Idaho;  Poston, Ariz.; Rohwer, Ariz.; Topaz, Utah; Tule Lake, Calif.;
Jerome, Ariz.; Manzanar, Calif.; Amache, Colo.;  Gila River, Ariz.; Heart Mountain, Wyo.
Math:  Investigate the number of Japanese Americans relocated to internment camps during World War II.  Graph what you find for different internment camps. 
[Marzano: practice]


Name: _____________________________________
Date: _________________________________

SURVIVING BIAS

	Examples of bias, discrimination, and prejudice
	Actions that contributed to survival
	What these actions showed about personal character traits

	
	
	


