Dr. Nancy Boyles


WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Use precise language including specific descriptors that feature the five senses.
[image: image1.wmf] Use precise language featuring the five senses in order to write a powerful setting.
Resource:  Baseball Saved Us (or any other piece of historical fiction that has a dramatic setting)
Special Instructions: This lesson could be part of a unit on writing historical fiction, although developing a strong setting will apply to any narrative writing.
The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Say something like:  The story “Baseball Saved Us” is an example of historical fiction.  In this genre, the setting is the most important story element because the story could not have taken place in exactly the same way in a different place or time.  Today, we will re-read this story to look for places where the author is describing the setting.  We will figure out what he does to create such strong visual images so we can make the settings in our writing more powerful, too.  
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target)
	Look for the specific words the author used to create a powerful setting.  Look for ways that the author appeals to each of our five senses.
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model or other stimulus

(May not always use a literature model)
	p. 2:  Ours (camp) was in the middle of nowhere, and we were behind a barbed-wire fence.  Soldiers with guns made sure we stayed there, and the man in the tower saw everything we did, no matter where we were.
p. 2:  As Dad began walking over the dry, cracked dirt …
p. 5:  It was so hot in the daytime and so cold at night.  Dust storms came and got sand in everything and nobody could see a thing.  ... We had to use the bathroom with everybody else, instead of one at a time like at home.

p. 5:  We lived with a lot of people in what were called barracks.  The place was small and had no walls.  Babies cried at night and kept us up.
(Continue to find other examples where the author is describing the setting; identify the senses that make the setting come alive.)
From the examples you choose, you should be able to draw the following conclusions about setting:

· Setting is not revealed all at once, but in a variety of details (short “snapshots”) that show rather than tell.  The details should show the following:  

- Location:  Where are you?
- Time:  When is the story taking place?
- Historical time:  Is this taking place in the past?  How far in the past?

- Seasonal time:  Summer, winter, spring, or fall?

- Daily time:  What time of day/night?

- Weather:  What’s the temperature like?  Hot, cold, dry, humid?

· To create a good setting you must cultivate all five of your senses (sight, hearing, touch, taste, smell) with specific words — especially strong verbs and precise nouns. Minimize the use of adjectives and adverbs.

[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 


	Create

shared writing

piece

(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
Rather than constructing a setting, you might want to have students work in pairs or alone to identify places in other books where the author describes the setting.  They could complete the “Studying Setting” activity sheet attached to this lesson.  In your follow-up discussion, you should make sure students understand that the components they identified in the passages they found in books should be included when they write abut settings, as well. 
[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The writing task: Two possible writing tasks could develop from this lesson based on students’ ability level:

1.  (Less challenging)  Describe the bedroom of a person so the reader can figure out a lot about the person without telling about the person directly.  For example, are there a lot of baseball posters around?  What team?  What kinds of games, books, and clothes do you see?  The setting can tell a lot about the person.  How much of this person’s character can you reveal by giving the reader important clues?
2.  (More challenging)  Research a historical figure.  Get to know the person so well that you can describe the scene in which an important event in the person’s life occurred, or the person’s childhood home, or any other setting in the person’s life that seemed significant. 
[Marzano: practice**]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up

Use the conferring sheet (attached) to guide conferences related to the writing of settings
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Invite students to share with a partner, small group, or the whole class considering the following.  The checklist attached may be used for reflection.
· Could you get a vivid mental picture of the writer’s setting?
· What words, phrases, or sentences helped create this mental picture?

· What elements of a setting seemed especially strong in this piece?

· Do you have any questions about this setting or suggestions for how the writer could make the setting even more vivid?
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· In what ways is the setting important to a story, particularly to historical fiction?
· What are some of the things an author needs to consider in order to create a powerful setting?

[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:  Write a description of a setting either as a standalone writing piece or within a piece of narrative writing that includes all of the elements of a setting using specific nouns, strong verbs, and details that appeal to multiple senses in a manner that is appropriately fluent by grade level standards. 

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  The student describes a setting that incorporates all key setting elements evoking a vivid multisensory image based on careful word choice in a manner that sounds natural and fluent.; the student is very articulate and perceptive during the writing conference.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  The student describes a setting that creates a clear mental image, incorporating most setting elements in a manner that is mostly fluent; the student responds positively to teacher/peer suggestions for possible revisions. 

1 = Almost proficient: The student creates a basic description of a setting, though it may lack attention to several setting elements or it may rely on words that are too general; somewhat resistant to suggestions for revision.
0 = Not evident at this time:  The student does not write a description of a setting, or the setting is not described clearly; no effort is made to revise the piece.


STUDYING SETTING

Name: _________________________________

Date: _________________________________

Text:  __________________________________

Author: ______________________________
What sentences, phrases, or words does the author use to reveal the following:  

	Location (Where does the action take place?)

	Seasonal time (Summer, winter, spring, or fall?)

	Time (When is the action taking place?)

	Daily time (What time of day/night?)

	Historical time (Is this taking place in the past?  How far in the past?)

	Weather (What is the temperature like?  Hot, cold, dry, humid, etc.?)


	Specific nouns that make the setting come alive
	Powerful verbs that make the setting come alive




	Words and phrases that appeal to the senses

	Sight:


	Taste:

	Sound:


	Touch:

	Smell:


	


:
CONFERRING WITH WRITERS ABOUT SETTING

(5 minute conference)
Writer: _________________________________________
Date: ____________________________
1. What is the setting of your story?  Tell me about it.
2. Based on your description of it, do you think that readers could really picture this setting in their mind the way you see it in your mind?  Why or why not?

3. What words and phrases have you used so far to make your setting come alive?  What makes those words and phrases particularly powerful?

4. Is there something about your setting that you would like to make more vivid?
5. Are there any nouns or verbs you could change to make them more specific or powerful?

6. Are there any places you could add a sensory detail?

CHECKLIST FOR WRITING ABOUT A SETTING

Writer: __________________________________


Date: __________________________

Writing piece: ________________________________________________________________________

(
The way I described my setting helps readers get a really clear picture of it in their mind.
(
My setting includes information about location (where the action takes place).
(
My setting includes information about time (when the action takes place).
(
My setting includes information about historical time (whether or not the action is taking place in the past).
(
My setting includes information about seasonal time (summer, winter, spring, or fall).
(
My setting includes information about daily time (the time of day or night).
(
My setting includes information about weather (the temperature like: hot, cold, dry, humid, etc.?).
(
My setting includes specific nouns to make it come alive.
(
My setting includes powerful verbs to make it come alive.
(
My setting includes words and phrases that create images based on different senses: sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch.
