Dr. Nancy Boyles

PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD/SHARED READING:

Focus strategy/objective: Connect current issues, previous information, and experiences to characters, events, and information within and across various types of texts (aligned with CMT objective C-1).
[image: image1.wmf] Make a connection between the challenges Dusty faced in this text and a personal challenge faced by: a) a character in another text, b) someone you have read about recently in a newspaper/magazine, c) yourself. 
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)
Text: Iditarod Dream by Ted Arnold
Special Instructions:  It will take more than one day to read this text to students.  You can address the objective each day until the text has been read completely.  Then engage students in the follow-up tasks and related discussion questions.    
BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge: (Genre):  This book is a “photo essay.”  What is a photo essay?  (Topic): What is the Iditarod?  Where is the Iditarod held?  Why is the Iditarod held each year?  (The introduction on page 5 provides background.  There is a map on page 4.  It would be useful to show students the Iditarod route on a larger map of Alaska.)
Predictions:  Based on the title, what do you predict this story will be about?    
Purpose for reading:  The experiences faced by the main character (Dusty) in this text seem worlds away from the kinds of experienced faced by adolescents in Connecticut.  However, all of us are faced with challenges from time to time that require our personal best.  As we read this story, note places where Dusty is faced with challenges, and the decisions he makes to meet these challenges.  Be prepared to make a connection to a character in another text, someone in the news, or yourself: How were the challenges similar?  In each case, how were decisions made to achieve a “personal best?”     
[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	Content word: musher
Other possible words for study:  rugged, barren, adapted, windswept, averaged, obstacles, slick, tribute, spectators, tradition, enduring

	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:
As you read, note places where Dusty is faced with physical, intellectual, and emotional challenges.  Notice especially how he meets these challenges through the decisions he makes.  Make a meaningful connection to another individual, fictional or real (possibly even yourself), by providing specific details that show a similar level of challenge and how the person faced the challenge.    
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting,  picturing, wondering, predicting; noticing, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.
Model:
pp. 6-7: challenge of living in a remote community in the far north; lived in old school bus for a while.
p. 9: challenge of getting an education in such a small school
p. 10: challenge of caring for so many dogs

Practice:
pp. 15-17:  challenge of preparing for the race/the self-discipline to train hard  

pp. 18-19: challenge of learning to be a musher

p. 20: challenges of last year’s race/disappointment

p. 24: challenges of the terrain

pp. 28-33: challenge of so many obstacles/ the decisions Dusty makes

p. 36: challenge of working with his dogs/decisions made

p. 40: challenge of caring for dogs/self/others
Students may find other challenges as well.
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]



AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:
C-1: Make a connection between the challenges Dusty faced in this text and a personal challenge faced by: a) a character in another text, b) someone you have read about recently in a newspaper/magazine, c) yourself. 
Other questions:
D-3:  What was important to Dusty?  Was winning the most (or only) important thing?  Explain.
D-1:  Even if this text didn’t have beautiful photographs, you could still picture much of what the author describes.  Identify some passages that create a vivid picture in your mind.
B-1:  What is the format of this text: compare/contrast; main idea/details; cause/effect; sequence of events?  Explain.
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	How does a reader go about making a meaningful connection to a text?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]


	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:  Write a well-developed paragraph in which you make a connection between the challenges Dusty faced and the challenges faced by a character in another text, a person in the news, or yourself.  For your connection, also consider how the character/person made decisions to meet his/her challenge.  
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations: The student makes a connection that demonstrates through examples, great insights into the motivations and underlying strengths that Dusty and the other character/person brought to his/her challenge.    
2 = Proficient at grade level:  The student makes a meaningful connection providing at least two specific details that demonstrate similarities between Dusty and the other character/person. 
1 = Almost proficient:  The student makes a relevant connection with two examples, though the evidence is somewhat superficial
0 = Not evident at this time:  The student is not able to make a connection or find examples to support the connection.


	POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION AND INDEPENDENT READING

	Above grade level:  Read stories of everyday heroes in magazines and newspapers.  Identify the kind of challenge each faced:  physical, emotional, intellectual.  What was the outcome?  How did their decisions contribute to the outcome?  What dimensions of the challenge were beyond their control? 

On grade level: Read biographies of people who succeeded in meeting a challenge in order to achieve their dream.  Make connections comparing these individuals to each other in a manner similar to the comparison of Dusty with another individual.  

Below grade level: Revisit previously read fiction and nonfiction texts.  Identify the challenges faced by the character.  Find two characters to compare.


	LITERACY APPLICATION ACTIVITIES

	Vocabulary extensions
	· Use several of the suggested vocabulary words to write a paragraph about the Iditarod.
· What other content words would be useful to understand the Iditarod?  Research this topic and make a list with definitions of Iditarod words.
[Marzano: practice]

	Oral language Extensions
	· Debate the pros and cons of raising dogs for racing.  Is it appropriate to use dogs for this purpose?
· Pretend you are a news reporter reporting on the events of the Junior Iditarod as Dusty approaches the finish line.  Relate this event in a manner that conveys your excitement about it.
[Marzano: practice]

	Written response
	See the task for the “Indicator of Mastery” on the previous page.
[Marzano: nonfiction writing]

	Reading extensions
	Winterdance: The fine madness of running the Iditarod  by Gary Paulsen
Iditarod Dreams: A year in the life of Alaskan sled dog racer Dee Dee Jonrowe by Lew Freedman

The Mystery of Alaska’s Iditarod Trail by Carole Marsh

Iditarod: The greatest win ever by Monica Devine

Storm Run: The story of the first woman to win the Iditarod race by Libby Riddles
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Write a book review of another book about the Iditarod.  Does it qualify as good literature?  Why or why not?
· The Iditarod is an enduring tradition of Alaska.  Research Alaska and learn about other cultural traditions.  Write about one or more of these traditions.
· Write a poem describing the Junior Iditarod as if you were a participant.

[Marzano: practice]

	Content Extensions
	· Math/Geography:  Research the Iditarod trail.  Note the stopping points along the trail.  Draw a map that shows the route and indicate the number of miles between each point.  
· History:  Research the event that inspired the Iditarod Race using web sites about the Iditarod or books on this subject.  Present your findings in a creative way of your choice.
[Marzano: practice]


