Dr. Nancy Boyles

PLANNER FOR INTERACTIVE READ-ALOUD/SHARED READING:

Focus strategy/objective: Connect current issues, previous information and experiences to characters, events, and information within and across culturally relevant texts (aligned with CMT objective C-1).
[image: image1.wmf] Make a text-to-world connection between the theme of one of the legends in Between Earth and Sky and a current world situation.
How will student learning be measured at the end of the lesson?  (What will count as “success?”)

Text: Between Earth & Sky:  Legends of Native American Sacred Places by Joseph Bruchac (select one or more of the legends in this text)
Special Instructions:  It would be best to read the entire book first, and then return to the “focus legend.”  For this lesson, consider the Walapai legend “Balance Lost” close to the end of the book.
BEFORE READING

	Establish prior knowledge, purpose, and predictions

	Prior Knowledge:  (Genre) This is a book of Native American legends.  What is a legend?  What do you expect to find in a legend?  Are you familiar with any other legends?  (Author/illustrator) Do you know anything about this author?  (Joseph Bruchac) What else has he written?  What do you know about the illustrator?  What kind of illustrations do you expect from Thomas Locker?   (Topic)  The subtopic tells us that this is a book of legends about sacred places.  What is a sacred place?  Name some places that you consider sacred.   
Predictions:  Based on the title:  “Between Earth & Sky,” what do you anticipate this book will be about?
Purpose for reading:  A local legend explains a particular natural phenomenon with a theme that can be applied beyond the legend itself.  Our purpose in reading this book will be to select one specific legend, identify the theme, and make a text-to-world connection by applying the theme to a current world situation.  
[Marzano:  setting objectives]

	Introduce/Review vocabulary
	Possible words to introduce:  sacred, ogre, canyon (Other words from the text may also be introduced based on students’ needs.)

	Introduce/Review the focus strategy 

(How to find and use the evidence)
	Explain to students how to apply the strategy:  
After reading this entire book we will go back and reread one particular legend:  “Balance Lost.” Think about its message or theme.  Then think about how you could apply this theme to a current issue.  Consider where you might look to find a “real life example” of this theme today.  Be sure that your example provides details that show this theme.
[Marzano: advance organizer]


DURING READING 

	Model and practice the focus strategy
(Allow students to use other strategies as appropriate:  connecting,  picturing, wondering, predicting; noticing, figuring out)


	Stop and think aloud about points such as the following.  After a few modeling examples, it is important to get students to practice the strategy by having them notice some of the evidence themselves.
Use the legend from the end of the book “Balance Lost”.  It begins, “No one lives today …”
Model:
One man grew too proud back then …
He thought all the people should work for him …

He grew crueler every day
Practice: 
They would no longer serve him …
Real power can only be held by those whose hands are open.
[Marzano: cues; providing feedback]


AFTER READING

	Discussion questions


	Follow-up to focus strategy:

A-1:  What is the theme (message) of this legend?

C-1:  Think of a real life example where someone abused their leadership role with devastating effects.  How was that like or different from this legend?
Other questions:

D-2:  What line do you consider most important in this text?  Why?
D-3:  What do you know about the culture of the Walapai from reading this legend?
[Marzano: questions]

	Reflect on focus strategy
	How do you go about making text-to-world connection with a piece of literature such as a fable?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]


	Indicator of Mastery
[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:  The student is able to identify the theme of a text and is subsequently able to find specific parallels to a real-world situation (text-to-world connection)
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  The student independently identifies the theme of a text and locates an example of a current (or past) real-world situation that parallels this theme. 
2 = Proficient at grade level: The student identifies the theme of a text and with minor assistance, locates an example of a current (or past) real-world situation that parallels this theme.
1 = Almost proficient: The student needs some assistance to identify the theme of a text and needs to be guided to both locate and find parallels to a real world situation, past or present.  
0 = Not evident at this time: The student is unable to identify the theme of a text, and is also unable to find parallels to a real world situation, even with assistance.


	POSSIBLE OBJECTIVES FOR SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION AND INDEPENDENT READING

	Above grade level:  Read a variety of multicultural myths and legends and find both text-to-text and text-to-world connections.  Be able to talk about and write about these connections.
On grade level:  Read other legends in the book Between Earth & Sky, identify the theme, and locate other texts with parallel themes.

Below grade level:  Read or listen to other legends, myths, or fables.  Be sure students can put the message into their own words.  Think of personal examples (text-to-self connections) to apply the theme.


	LITERACY APPLICATION ACTIVITIES

	Vocabulary extensions
	Consider the Native American view of sacred places:  north, south, east, west, above, below, within.  Identify three places that you consider “sacred.”  Within the Native American culture, in which direction would each be located?  Explain why you consider this place sacred.
[Marzano: practice]

	Oral language/Fluency Extensions
	Practice reading one of the legends in this book until you sound like a Native American storyteller.  For added affect, find some background music to accompany your oral reading of this story.
[Marzano: practice]

	Written response to text
	Text-to-world connection:  Given any legend, myth, or fable, do the following:

1.  Identify the theme of the text and one or two examples from the text that support this theme.

2.  Identify the real-world situation, past or present that demonstrates parallels to the theme in the text.

3.  Identify at least two details from the real-world situation that exemplify this theme.
[Marzano: nonfiction writing]

	Reading extensions
	Read other Native American legends such as:  
· Native American Animal Stories (Myths and Legends) by Joseph Bruchac, Michael Caduto, and John Fadden

· Native American Stories (Myths and Legends) by Joseph Bruchac and John Fadden.

· Quillworker (Native American legends) by Terri Cohlene

· The Way to Make Perfect Mountains:  Native American Legends of Sacred Mountains by Byrd Bailor

· Native American Tales and Legends by Allan Mcfarlan
[Marzano: practice]

	Writing extensions
	· Examine the characteristics of a legend.  (See writing lesson that accompanies Between Earth & Sky to launch this writing task.)  Write a personal, animal, supernatural, or local legend guided by the characteristics of a legend.

· Between Earth & Sky is written in the style of a free verse poem.  What is a free verse poem?  Research the characteristics of a poem in this format and write one of your own.   
 [Marzano: practice]

	Content Extensions
	Social Studies:  Research two or more of the Native American tribes mentioned in this book:  Cheyenne, Navajo, Papago, Walapai, Hopi, Abenaki, Wampanoag, Seneca, Hopewell, Cherokee.  Create a chart comparing the tribes based on criteria of your choice.
Art: What is the artistic technique of Thomas Locker?  What does he typically paint?  Create your own painting in the style of Thomas Locker. 

Geography:  Several notable geographical features are mentioned in this book: Niagara Falls, El Capitan, the Great Smoky Mountains, the Grand Canyon.  Research how these geographical features were really formed.    
[Marzano: practice]


