Dr. Nancy Boyles

ORAL LANGUAGE PLANNER

Objective: Provide an oral recount (oral history) of an existing or self-created legend using a variety of strategies to make the story engaging to the audience.

[image: image1.wmf]Retell a legend (you have created or one that already exists) that shows attention to several characteristics of good storytelling such as narrative action with movements, gestures, and expressions, and using dialogue and suspense.
Resource:  Between Earth & Sky and other legends, especially Native American legends.   

Special Instructions: This could be a standalone lesson if the task is to retell a legend that already exists, or it could be the culmination of a writing unit where students have written a legend and are now recounting it as an oral history.
The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Say something like:  Our goal will be to apply the skills of storytelling to the telling of a local legend, either a legend you have created, or one that already exists.      
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target)
	Say something like:  A local legend is associated with a specific place and has particular meaning through the eyes of that culture.  It often accounts for a major geographical feature in an area or tells about a significant event in a region.  In the past, legends were mostly shared orally as some cultures didn’t have a means of communicating their stories in writing.  Because of this, storytelling skills were especially important.  To keep listeners engaged, the teller of the legend needed to be very dramatic.  This involved using dialogue and suspense, and showing narrative action with movements, gestures, and expression.
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model 
	Practice reading orally one of the legends from the book Between Earth & Sky until you can tell it more or less from memory.  Tell the story to your class, modeling the characteristics of good storytelling.  As you tell the story, ask students to fill in the rubric for storytelling to identify strengths and weaknesses of the story’s presentation.   
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	 Practice with the Teacher
	With partners, ask students to practice reading and then reciting from memory sentences from various legends that inspire drama.  Sentences with dialogue work well.  A possibility from Beyond Earth & Sky might be:

     “In the place where great mountains rise up to the sky, 

Buffalo went to the humans and said,

‘From now on, you will be our slaves.’

‘That is not right,’ the humans replied.

‘Our Creator meant all to respect one another.’”

Almost any example will work for this.

[Marzano: cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The task:  Students should each select a legend to learn and tell orally, guided by the criteria for good storytelling described on the rubric (following page).  
[Marzano: practice**]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up

Teacher should encourage students to reflect on their own storytelling of their legend based on the rubric criteria.  
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	Students can share the orally recount of their legend in small groups.  Some students may enjoy performing in front of the whole class, but this should not be mandatory.
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	· Which elements of storytelling seem especially important to a well-told tale?
· Which elements have particular relevance to telling legends?

· Which elements are the most difficult to achieve?

· Which elements are easy?

[Marzano: generate hypothesis]


	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:  Tell a local legend, one that already exists or one devised by the student, that demonstrates attention to: voice mechanics, body language, focus, characterization, use of space, pacing, good word choice and language skills, and creativity.   (See rubric for details)
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  The student nearly consistently meets all of the criteria for effective storytelling.
2 = Proficient at grade level:  The student meets most of the criteria for good storytelling most of the time.   

1 = Almost proficient:  The student is generally able to meet storytelling criteria with teacher support.
0 = Not evident at this time:  The student is not able to meet reasonable storytelling criteria with extensive teacher support.


STORYTELLING RUBRIC

Name: ____________________________________

Date: __________________

Title of story: _________________________________________________________________

	
	Accomplished

Meets all criteria consistently

3
	Proficient

Meets most criteria most of the time

2
	Developing

Generally able to meet criteria with teacher support.

1
	Beginner

Difficulty meeting criteria even with much teacher support

0

	Voice Mechanics

Speaks with an appropriate volume for the audience to hear. Employs clear enunciation. Uses nonmonotonous, vocal expression to clarify the meaning of the text.
	
	
	
	

	Face, body, gesture

Expressively uses nonverbal communication (eyes, eyebrows, etc.) to clarify the meaning of the text.
	
	
	
	

	Focus

Concentration is clear. Eye contact with audience is engaging. Maintains a charismatic presence in space (stage presence).
	
	
	
	

	Characterization

If dialogue is employed, characters are believable to listener. Storyteller's natural voice is differentiated from character voices.
	
	
	
	

	Use of Space

Storyteller seems comfortable, relaxed and confident in front of listeners. Storyteller maintains clear spatial relationships for characters and narrator.
	
	
	
	

	Timing/Pacing

The story is presented efficiently and keeps listeners' interest throughout.
	
	
	
	

	Words

Teller's choice of language is descriptive and articulate. If dialogue is employed, the teller's character text is clearly differentiated from the narrator's text so that the listener understands who is talking.
	
	
	
	

	Innovation

Teller employs a unique or creative use of language, sound, or body language.
Teller creatively presents the sequence of events. Teller's perception of the meaning of the story is artfully expressed or suggested through the telling.
	
	
	
	


Greatest strength: _____________________________________________________________

Possible areas for growth: _____________________________________________________
