Dr. Nancy Boyles

WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Write a free-verse poem that includes various authors’ crafts.
[image: image1.wmf] Using Hoops as a model, create a free-verse poem that uses authors’ crafts to enhance its message and tone
Resource:  Hoops; other free-verse poems   

Special Instructions: Walt Whitman is considered a master of free-verse poetry.  Many poems by Nikki Giovanni also follow this format.

The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Write a free-verse poem on a topic of your choice that incorporates elements of free-verse as well as authors’ crafts to enhance its message and tone.
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target)
	· Review authors’ crafts discussed during the reading of Hoops.
· Explain (or have students discover) elements of free-verse poetry by examining the format of Hoops as well as other free-verse poems:
Free verse is poetry that is written without proper rules about lines, rhyme, rhythm, etc.  In free-verse, the writer makes his/her own rules.  The writer decides how he/she wants the poem to “feel” and breaks the words into lines in a way that contributes to this feel.  
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Literature Model or other stimulus

(May not always use a literature model)
	Hoops or other free-verse poem (see above).
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create

shared writing

piece
(Practice with the Teacher)
	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
Select a small moment that all students have in common:  yesterday’s cafeteria lunch, dismissal at the end of the day, etc.  Write a paragraph about it.  Break the paragraph into lines to create an appropriate look and feeling.  Go back and revise the piece with students’ help, incorporating authors’ crafts such as made-up words, alliteration, strong verbs, circular ending, etc.  Show students how these crafts affect the message and tone of the piece.  
 [Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply

(Practice more independently)
	The writing task:  
Think about a moment in your life that has been significant in some way (not a long experience like an entire party, but one small portion of the experience such as opening a special gift).  Write a paragraph about this.  Then break it into lines any way you want until they look, feel, and sound right to you.  Revise your piece until you create just the right tone and message. Remember, you may have a single word on a line. A line does not have to be a complete sentence.  And think about the CRAFTS we have learned and include some of them to enhance your poem.  
[Marzano: practice**]

	
	Points to reinforce during individual conferring or small group follow-up:
In addition to helping students to break their writing into free-verse lines, help them identify places where they could incorporate a particular craft.
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond
	These would be good pieces to publish and display.  Also have students share their poems orally with the whole class or in small groups.  Reflection should include consideration of the elements of free verse as well as the effective use of authors’ crafts.  
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect
	What do we need to keep in mind when writing free verse?  How can authors’ crafts enhance writing?
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]

	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:  Create a free-verse poem that uses authors’ crafts to enhance its message and tone.
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  The student selects a unique moment and portrays it in a free-verse format that creates a powerful, thought-provoking image based on breaking lines effectively and incorporating a range of authors’ crafts.

2 = Proficient at grade level: The student selects an appropriate small moment and represents it in a free-verse poem by breaking lines effectively and using authors’ crafts to enhance the message and tone of the piece.  
1 = Almost proficient: The student represents a small moment in free-verse form, but the image lacks impact due to limited use of authors’ crafts, or difficulty breaking lines effectively.
0 = Not evident at this time: The student is unable to produce a paragraph describing a small moment or is unable to transform the paragraph into free-verse of any type, or the image is totally lacking in the use of crafts of any kind.  


