PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS (OR PHONICS) LESSON PLANNER

Level:  Kindergarten

Objective: Blend up to three orally presented phonemes into a correct word.
[image: image1.wmf]  Figure out mystery words by blending sounds together.
Resource:  Corduroy by Don Freeman   (although any children’s book will work equally well)
Special Instructions:  You will need a bed sheet for this activity; read Corduroy for comprehension before using the book for this activity.  (Although PA/phonics activities are most generally effective when conducted in small groups at students’ developmental level, this activity could be used effectively whole class.)
	Set the purpose

(Target)
[Marzano: setting objectives
	Today we will figure out mystery words by blending sounds together.  

	Explain

(How to hit the target)
[Marzano: advance organizer]
	Listen to the sounds at the beginning, middle, and end of a word so we can put the sounds together to say the whole word.  
Review the concept of blending.  “Listen very carefully to the sounds I say and tell me what this word is:  /s/  /i/  /t/.  Who can guess what that mystery word is?”

	Activity

(Model and Practice)
[Marzano: providing feedback; cooperative learning, nonlinguistic representation**]
	1. Have two children stand and each hold an end of the sheet.
2. Explain to the class that children called to stand behind the sheet will pretend they are Corduroy hiding under the covers in the store.  They will peek their heads over the sheet to say a sound aloud.  (Teacher may need to model this.)  

3. Call three children to stand behind the sheet.  Whisper a sound into each of their ears (ex:  /b/  /e/  /d/.)  Have them poke their heads over the sheet and say the sound clearly to see if the class can guess the word.

4. Continue with other children.  It may be necessary to repeat the sounds for the class.  You can use words from the story Corduroy, from any other piece of children’s literature, or just a list of simple words with three phonemes.  (Possible words from Corduroy:  big, him, home, shop, sad, live, thick, pick, like, pop, doll, room, hug) 
5. Variation for greater challenge:  Add some words with four phonemes:  crash, stop, chest, smile, last, shelf, dolls, fuzzy, must

	Reflection:
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]
	Ask children what we talked about today.  Ask them how we figure out what a word says by knowing the sounds.  (We blend the beginning, middle, and end together.)

	Indicator of mastery: 

[Marzano: reinforce effort and recognition]
	Task:   Students will actively participate in the activity and will blend beginning, middle, and ending sounds together to identify a word.
3 = Surpasses grade level expectations:  Able to blend more than three phonemes; no prompting needed 

2 = Proficient at grade level:  Able to blend three phonemes; may need prompting 

1 = Almost proficient:  Blending is inconsistent even when prompted

0 = Not evident at this time:  Doesn’t understand concept of blending phonemes


*Activity adapted from A Sound Start by McCormick, Throneburg, and Smitley, The Guilford Press, 2002, p. 147.
**Options for “Activity:” providing feedback (always); cooperative learning (if it’s a game); determining similarities and differences (this will often apply); nonlinguistic representation (if it doesn’t involve words/language).
