WRITING PLANNER

Objective: Write or dictate “stories” using pictures, words and letters.
[image: image1.wmf] Draw a picture that shows a feeling and use a feeling word to tell about my picture.
Resource:  Corduroy by Don Freeman
Special Instructions: Before teaching this writing lesson, read this book to students to teach a comprehension lesson.
The Lesson
	Set the Purpose

(Target)
	Writers show feelings in their stories.  This helps readers understand the story better.  Today we will look at the book Corduroy again.* We will look at the pictures this time and think of words to describe how the characters are feeling.  Then we will draw pictures that show feelings and use feeling words to tell about our picture.  
[Marzano: Setting objectives]

	Explain 

(How to hit the target) 
	Sometimes you can see how the characters feel by looking at the illustrations.  Look at the expression on their face or what the character is doing.  Sometimes you can tell how the characters feel by the words the author uses.  There are lots of words we can use that tell about feelings.    
[Marzano: advance organizer]

	Model with literaure
(May not always use a literature model)
	Look at each page of Corduroy.  Ask students identify words that describe the feelings of different characters in each picture.  For example, on  page 5:  clown, bunny, doll, giraffe look cheerful.  (May want to introduce more specific feelings:  content, relaxed, etc.)  Corduroy looks sad, worried.
p. 7:  Girl looks excited.  Mother looks tired, busy.  

p. 8:  Girl looks disappointed.  

p. 9:  Corduroy looks lonely.

Continue looking at illustrations and naming feelings.  Write list of words on board.  (If possible, move beyond “tired words” such as happy, sad …)
[Marzano: determining similarities and differences] 

	Create 

shared writing

piece

(Practice with the Teacher)


	Teacher and students compose piece together that applies the objective.
Teacher sketches picture on board that shows self in a context with a specific feeling:  Write a sentence to accompany the picture using a feeling word.  For example,  I was frightened when my neighbor’s dog chased me.
Ask students to share a sentence orally that includes a feeling.  (Praise use of specific language — beyond mad, sad, happy, etc.)

When students have had the opportunity to share their thinking orally, proceed to the writing portion of the lesson (below).
[Marzano:  cues]  


The Writing
	Apply
(Practice more independently)
	The students will: Draw pictures of themselves in a situation that elicits a feeling.  Depending on ability level, the student may:  dictate a sentence that includes a feeling word, write the feeling word (or its initial sound, etc.), or write one or more sentences that include the feeling word. 

[Marzano: practice; nonlinguistic representation**]

The teacher will support students by: Monitoring progress, encouraging, praising, providing assistance as needed.
[Marzano: providing feedback; reinforcing effort and recognition]


The Follow-up
	Share and respond

	Sharing:  Invite students to share their writing using whatever sharing procedure you use in your classroom.  This could include author’s chair, pair-share, etc.
Responding:  Ask children to respond by doing one of the following (based on developmental level):  Notice the feeling word, give a compliment, or ask a question.
[Marzano: reinforcing effort and recognition; providing feedback]

	Reflect

	· Why do writers use feeling words in their writing?  
· How do we show feelings in our writing and pictures?  (With careful words that really describe our feelings; with the expression on people’s faces, body language, etc.)
[Marzano: generate hypothesis]


	Indicator of Mastery
	Task:   Students will draw a picture that shows them in a situation that elicits a feeling.  Student will express sentence that includes feeling word either orally or in writing.  

3 = Surpasses grade level expectations: Draws self in a setting that includes many details related to specified feeling; expresses thought in writing that includes attempt at complete sentence with attention to at least initial sounds of words; feeling word is specific and somewhat unique (startled rather than surprised).
2 = Proficient at grade level:  Draws self in a setting that includes at least a few related details; thought may be dictated or “written” using letter-like forms or initial sounds; uses feeling word to describe picture. 

1 = Almost proficient: Draws self with somewhat expressive features, but may not include setting; thought may be dictated or “written” using scribbles or letter-like forms; uses feeling word to describe picture with help of teacher.
0 = Not evident at this time: Drawing may have nothing to do with feelings; difficulty articulating thought, which may not relate to feelings; no feeling word is used.


*When you read a book to teach writing it is usually best to have read the book with students previously for comprehension.   If they are already familiar with the basic content of the story, they will be able to concentrate on aspects of the book that help them “read like a writer.”

**Possibilities:  
Practice: of the focus strategy

Nonlinguistic representation: for “applications” that do not involve writing (could be drawing, working with clay, etc.)

Cooperative learning: for “applications” that involve children working together (could be games, think-pair-share, etc.)

Nonfiction writing: for “applications” that involve informational writing
