NEWS from CSDE! 

Grade 6-8 Model for Mathematics Curriculum is UP!

The grades 6 – 8 Model for Mathematics Curriculum documents have been posted!  Please visit 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320872 and click on the link.  Periodically, changes and updates will be made on this page to include more information and the grades PK – 5 documents.  See below for overview sessions.  

Grades 6 – 8 Model for Curriculum Overview Web-Ex Sessions

This session is for curriculum specialists and middle school teachers and administrators to receive an overview of the components of the Grades 6-8 Model for Mathematics curriculum and how they align with the 2005 Connecticut Mathematics Curriculum Framework with ample time for Q & A.  Participants can join the Web-Ex from their school or home as long as they have computer and telephone access needed.  

Dates:  February 6, 2008   3:00 – 4:00 PM

            February 7, 2008  3:00 – 4:00 PM 

            February 8, 2008  9:30 – 10:30 AM 

Deadline for registration:  Sunday, February 3rd.  To register, click on the calendar below or go to http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/iCal/calendar.asp and select the date you would like to attend.  

	
 SDE Calendar

	




Maximum number of sites per session:  20*

*Each site must have access to a computer and a telephone connection.  Multiple participants can be present at one site, but only one person needs to register.  All conferencing information will be sent to that individual.  For computer access to the conference, a quick download from the conference site will be needed, but directions will be referenced in the confirmation materials.  

Contact:  Marlene Lovanio 

              Marlene.lovanio@ct.gov
ONLINE NOW: Nomination Form for Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching!
Nominate outstanding teachers for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching! This award honors exemplary K-12 mathematics and science teachers for their contributions to improving teaching and learning. The application deadline for elementary teachers is May 1, 2008. (Secondary teachers are eligible to apply in 2009.) For information about the online nomination and application, visit www.paemst.org, or e-mail info@paemst.org.
High School Reform Public Forums 
Come learn about the proposal for high school reform and be apart of shaping the future of Connecticut’s High Schools.  
See the attached for information regarding high school reform or visit http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/commish/CommissionerUpdate.pdf    for more information.  

January 30        Plainfield           Plainfield High School       7:00 p.m.

February 7         No. Branford      No. Branford High School  6:30 p.m.

February 11       Torrington          Torrington High School     6:30 p.m.

February 13       Hartford             CREC Central Office         6:30 p.m.

February 14       Newtown           Newtown High School       6:30 p.m.
NEW ONLINE - Updated CAPT Handbook 

The updated handbook includes 3rd Generation released items by expected performance, vocabulary lists and an additional formula sheet that can be used in classroom instruction.  These additions are provided to further guide teachers understanding of the concepts and ideas that could be tested through problems presented in real world contexts and not meant to be memorized.  Go to the CAPT section of the Math Webpage - http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2618&q=320872. 
BEST Scorers Wanted

The BEST program is currently recruiting mathematics teachers in grades 7-12 to be trained as portfolio scorers.  The BEST Program relies upon exemplary experienced educators to pass on their expertise to a new generation of teachers and to raise standards for both teachers and students.  As a trained portfolio scorer, you will be helping make sure that every beginning teacher’s portfolio is evaluated by a highly competent teacher in the field of mathematics.  Furthermore, becoming a portfolio scorer will engage you in one of the best forms of professional development available.  The process of analyzing the teaching of others is one that can be highly reflective and informative of your own teaching.  Also, as a trained scorer, you can be a valuable resource in your district in mentoring beginning teachers preparing their own portfolios.  

The training process, albeit rewarding, is important, and intense.  Our training dates are as follows:

 

            Pre-Training Meeting- Tuesday April 22;  4-7 PM- ITBD in New Britain

            Sessions 1 and 2- Thurs. and Fri- May 1 and 2;  8 AM – 4 PM- ITBD New Britain

            Sessions 3 and 4- Mon. and Tues. June 2 and 3; 8 AM – 4 PM- ITBD New Britain

            Proficiency - Mon June 30 and Tues July 1 8 AM – 4 PM- ITBD New Britain

 

Attendance at all dates will be required.   The actual scoring of portfolios takes place in the summer (July 7 – 18 at Quinnipiac University).  If you are interested in applying to be trained, or if you want to recommend someone, please contact Tracy Moore, teacher in residence at tir_mathematics@ct.gov or 860-713-6826.

 

CT Virtual Learning Center Launches
The state of CT is pleased to announce the availability of online supplemental courses for High School Students.  Funded by the state of CT as a pilot project, at not charge to you, the CT Virtual Learning Center is beginning in the spring of 2008 with a list of online courses that you can make available to your students to take through your school for credit.  These are dynamic, fully interactive online course curriculums that have been pre-approved by the State Department of Education’s Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction and will be taught fully online by CT certified teachers.  
Your school will need to provide supports in the form of an Online Learning Coordinator, as well as mentorship for students that you determine need time management and logistical guidance as they work.  These roles are outlined for you along with expectations and online success tips in the attached document. The administrative, reporting, monitoring and technical support of these courses will be managed for you by the CT Distance Learning Consortium (CTDLC) and the online teachers will also be provided and paid for with the state funding allowance.  Upon the CTDLC’s confirmation of the student’s completion of their course, your school will simply add the course and credit to your students’ transcripts. 
The primary focus for January will be twofold: 
1. Courses for students at risk of losing critical time that need to retake a section of Algebra, Geometry, English, Civics or Health for credit recovery.  Students can avoid summer school by starting now! 
2. Interesting electives that may not be available at your schools, including Mandarin Chinese. - These courses are filled!
The attached document lists available courses, their start dates and information for implementation at your school/s.  Please contact Gretchen Hayden ghayden@ctdlc.org  (860)-832-3891 with any questions.
Connecticut Council for Leaders of Mathematics (CCLM) will Gather on High School Reform Issues

Later in the spring, the Connecticut Council for Leaders of Mathematics plans to hold round table discussions about the CSDE proposal for High School Reform and as an organization, make suggestions that will facilitate the continued development of mathematics programs that address the needs of 21st century students. If you are interested in attending and contributing to these future discussions, please contact via e-mail Betsy Carter, President of CCLM, at bcarter@hamden.org. 
In other news…

MIT adapts free online courses for high schools 
Full StoryThe Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) has created a new web site with free online resources that aim to improve science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) instruction at the high school level. "Highlights for High School," which builds on MIT's OpenCourseWare (OCW) initiative, is designed to inspire the next generation of engineers and scientists and to serve as a valuable tool for high school teachers. OCW publishes educational materials under an open license that encourages their reuse, redistribution, and modification for noncommercial purposes... |  

Source:  eSchool News

USA MATHEMATICAL TALENT SEARCH
The USA Mathematical Talent Search (USAMTS) is a mathematics competition open to all U.S. middle and high school students. Problems are published on the program website (www.usamts.org) four times a year, one month before solutions are due. Problems range in difficulty from being within the reach of most high school students to challenging the best students in the nation. Students may use any materials -- books, calculators, computers -- but all work must be their own. The USAMTS is primarily funded by the National Security Agency (NSA), which has funded the program since 1992. Mathematicians at NSA also generously donate hundreds of hours to grade student submissions.
Source:  TCEB - www.trianglecoalition.org
REMINDER: TRIANGLE COALITION ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON STEM EDUCATION POLICY SET FOR FEBRUARY 25-26
 Early Bird Registration for Triangle Coalition's Annual Conference on STEM Education Policy closes February 1. This year's conference will be held February 25-26, in Alexandria, VA, and will focus on key issues confronting education leaders at all levels. Among the topics at this year's conference will be the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind (NCLB), and the continuing discussion concerning the need for strong STEM education programs to ensure American competitiveness. Speakers and panels will focus on such topics as diversity in the STEM fields, and how to encourage more teachers to enter these critical areas of education. Discussion will also address activities occurring at the state level through the National Governors Association and other groups, as well as the proposed FY 2009 budget and its potential impact on STEM education. You will want to have your voice heard as Congress takes up these key issues that will have far reaching impacts on our schools. 
 
The 2008 Triangle Coalition Conference will be held at the Hilton Hotel in the heart of Old Town Alexandria, VA, directly adjacent to the Metro's Blue and Yellow Lines. Click here for more information about the conference and for agenda and speaker updates.  

Source:  TCEB - www.trianglecoalition.org
 
