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News from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)
Discovery Education Science for Connecticut

Commissioner Mark K. McQuillan has just announced a new resource for all middle grades (Grades 6-8) in Connecticut through a statewide license to Discovery Education Science.  This award winning standards-based multimedia resource powers any middle-school science curricula with virtual labs, simulations, interactive videos, reading passages and more, coupled with a real-time assessment component that measures students’ progress.  For more information click the link above and take a tour or contact karen.kaplan@ct.gov or arthur.skerker@ct.gov.
Professional Development Opportunities

The Introduction to Photonics Part One is an online course for teachers offered by Three Rivers Community College and the New England Board of Higher Education, 2009. The cost is $150 plus the textbook and supplies. This course is delivered in 3 units over 8 weeks.  The last day for registration is January 25, 2009. For more information visit http://www.lasertechonline.org.
The 2009 School of Rock teacher research expedition is scheduled to begin Tuesday, June 23,2009, from San Diego, CA to Victoria, British Columbia on the 143m JOIDES Resolution. During School of Rock research experiences, K-12, informal, and undergraduate educators will have daily opportunities to conduct hands-on analyses of sediment and hard-rock cores with scientists and technicians who specialize in IODP research.  This year’s workshop will focus on how cores and CORKS shed light on the hydrology, geology, and tectonics of the Juan de Fuca plate. For more information visit http://www.oceanleadership.org/learning/school_of_rock/09.
The deadline for applications in Wednesday, February 4, 2009.

The Peabody Fellows Program at the Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History is recruiting teachers in Grades 5-10 for a Biodiversity and Human Health: Focus on Anthropod Vectors Summer Institute: July 13-17, 2009. Teachers will be guided through a 5-lesson module and teacher guide, becoming familiar with the BioAction Kit supplies, equipment and specimens. Visit http://www.peabody.yale.edu/education/fellows/pages/about.html for more details and registration information. 
Student Scholarships

The Milton Fisher Scholarship for Innovation and Creativity is a four-year scholarship of up to $20,000 (up to $5000 per year for four years) for exceptionally innovative and creative high school juniors & seniors, & college freshmen from Connecticut and New York City. The due date for applications is now March 31, 2009. Any questions regarding this scholarship should be directed to The Milton Fisher Scholarship for Innovation and Creativity c/o Community Foundation for Greater New Haven, 70 Audubon St., New Haven, CT 06510. You can also call the Community Foundation with questions, at 203-777-2386.
Resources/Web Sites 
Got Technology?  
Check out the Connecticut Education Network (CEN), a provider for Connecticut’s school districts, libraries and higher education institutions with high speed Internet access, next-generation Internet2, iCONN - Connecticut's re-search engine and more. Save this site to your Favorites for cutting edge technology integration ideas.  
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