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News from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)
PK-12 Social Studies Draft Curriculum Standards Posted 
The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction has recently published the Social Studies Framework and Curriculum Standards Including Grade-Level Expectations (GLEs), Grades PK-12, in draft form. Individual and/or group feedback can be submitted to the CSDE through January 30, 2009, with the final draft expected to be published in the spring of 2009.  The draft document, along with a form to submit feedback, can be accessed with the link above.
Discovery Education Science for Connecticut

Commissioner Mark K. McQuillan has just announced a new resource for all middle grades (Grades 6-8) in Connecticut through a statewide license to Discovery Education Science.  This award winning standards-based multimedia resource powers any middle-school science curricula with virtual labs, simulations, interactive videos, reading passages and more, coupled with a real-time assessment component that measures students’ progress.  For more information click the link above and take a tour or contact karen.kaplan@ct.gov or arthur.skerker@ct.gov.
New!  English Language Arts Position Statement 

This statement, adopted in December 2008, expresses the Connecticut State Board of Education's vision and goals of Literacy/English language arts education.  Visit the ELA page for this and other English language arts information.
Connecticut Career Pathways - Seasons of Change and Transition 
This new guide serves as a resource for educators and provides students with direction as active informed participants in the development of their personalized roadmaps to future career success.

Mathematics Survey for District Personnel 
CSDE needs your district’s response to a survey to support mathematics education with regard to Secondary School Reform.  The data gathered will be used to guide statewide initiatives such as professional development and model curriculum development and will be shared with responding districts.  The survey should be completed by one person in your district who can provide information about the mathematics programs at the middle and high schools.  If this is not you, please forward this information.  The survey response must be completed through the link below, but the attached preview version may be used to prepare your answers.  Click here to respond:  http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=ea_2bSQ0TDa27tWyks3sHyqA_3d_3d.
Professional Development Opportunities

Strategies for Teaching Secondary Science to English Language Learners 

A one-day workshop for secondary science teachers (Grades 7-12) will be held January 21, 2009, at ACES in Hamden from 8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. and co-presented by CSDE consultants Marie Salazar Glowski, ELL Consultant, and Mary Anne Butler, Secondary Science Consultant.  Participants will learn and practice strategies to assist ELLs and many other students.  Register at www.aces.org by January 13, 2009.  

New Curriculum and Instruction Tools Available 
The Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction has introduced two new tools including the Connecticut Curriculum Development Guide, designed to lead the planning, review and development of PK-12 curriculum and the Connecticut Walkthrough Protocol Guide to support school and classroom “walkthroughs” focused on specific initiatives.  Both can be found on the Curriculum and Instruction Web page. 

Six workshops focused on using these tools will be offered by CSDE staff in conjunction with RESC personnel.  Participants should come in teams of two to four people and bring a curriculum document from at least one content area to use during the workshop.  Check one of the RESCs below to register.  

	Location 
	Date 
	Time 

	EASTCONN
	January 16th
	TBD - morning

	CREC
	January 26th 
	9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

	CES
	January 30th 
	9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

	ACES
	February 2nd
	9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

	LEARN
	February 12th 
	12:30 – 3:30 p.m.

	EDCONNECTION
	February 24th 
	9:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.


Grant Opportunities

Coming Soon!   

The following RFPs will be posted in the coming month.  Sign-up for RFP e-alerts or check the RFP page for information.  
· Career and Technical Education Innovation Grant

· Computer Assisted Writing Grant

· Enhancing Education Through Technology Grant 

· Reading First Special Cohorts
Resources/Web Sites 
Got Technology?  
Check out the Connecticut Education Network (CEN), a provider for Connecticut’s school districts, libraries and higher education institutions with high speed Internet access, next-generation Internet2, iCONN - Connecticut's re-search engine and more. Save this site to your Favorites for cutting edge technology integration ideas.  
Curriculum web page
Do not respond to this email.  This alert is provided for your information only.  Please contact consultant’s e-mail with your questions.
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