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                     Secondary Science E-Alert 
                                    April
News from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE)
Secondary School Reform Web site
The latest information on secondary school reform in Connecticut may be found by visiting the CSDE homepage and clicking on the secondary school reform graphic in the upper right hand corner or by going to. http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/site/default.asp
Professional Development Opportunities

American Association for Advancement of Science (AAAS) Project 2061
AAAS Project 2061 is developing assessment items to measure middle and high school students’ understanding of important science ideas from the National Science Education Standards and the AAAS Benchmarks for Science Literacy. They are recruiting middle and high school science teachers willing to field test multiple-choice test items with their students in May or June of 2009. Students must be in Grades 6-12, but it is not necessary for them to have had formal instruction on the topic being tested. The assessment should take no longer than 45-minutes to complete. For more information about the study and incentives for participants, please contact Cari Herrmann Abell, research associate, AAAS/Project 2061, at cabell@aaas.org. If you are interested in participating, you may visit: http://register.p2061.org/field. The deadline for registration is Friday, May 1, 2009.
Collaborative Technology for the Classroom: A Conference for Teachers 

A free one-day workshop for Connecticut educators will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2009, 
10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. at Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut. Workshop topics and hands-on activities will include: Wikis, Google Docs, Web site construction, teaching with Blogs and Technology and Fair Use. To register, please go to http://www.wesleyan.edu/glsp and click on “Technology Conference.” For more information, you may contact the Graduate Liberal Studies Program office at glsinquire@wesleyan.edu or call 860-685-3338.
LASER K-8 Science Education Leadership Development and Strategic Planning Institute

The National Science Resources Center (NSRC) of the Smithsonian Institution invites your school district to register a team of teachers for this conference that will take place in Washington D.C. from July 12-17, 2009. For more information on program goals, registration details and associated costs, you may visit: http://www.nsrconline.org/events/NatSPI09_K8_landing.html.
Nuclear Energy Conference 

The Nuclear Energy Conference for Educators will be held July 26-29, 2009, in Charlottesville, VA. Educators teaching Grades 6-12 are encouraged to apply. All expenses for the workshop are being covered by the sponsors! The conference is a mix of presentations and hands-on activities designed to expand knowledge of energy and nuclear energy, while providing teachers with resources to take back to their classrooms and use this fall. If you are interested in applying for the conference, go to www.need.org/nuclear. Applications are due by Wednesday, April 15.  

Awards for Students

Robbins Barstow Marine Science Book Award

This year, the Connecticut-based Cetacean Society International is again offering the Robbins Barstow Marine Science Book Award to 40 Connecticut high school seniors who have shown a special interest in whales, dolphins and porpoises. The science department head at each secondary school in the state, both public and private, is invited to designate an individual student to receive the award. The selected student's name should be sent by e-mail to Dr. Robbins Barstow at robbinsb@aol.com. A specially inscribed book will be sent to each school for presentation to the student. 
Do not respond to this email. This alert is provided for your information only. Please contact mary.anne.butler@ct.gov with any questions you may have.
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