
TO:
The Honorable John G. Rowland, Governor, State of Connecticut




The Honorable Thomas Gaffey, Senate Chairman, Education Committee




The Honorable Thomas Herlihy, Senate Ranking Member, Education Committee




The Honorable Demetrios Giannaros, House Chairman, Education Committee




The Honorable Robert Heagney, House Ranking Member, Education Committee

FROM:
Betty J. Sternberg, Commissioner of Education

SUBJECT:
Progress Report on The Hartford Public Schools

DATE:
March 3, 2004   

I have attached for your review the March 2004 Progress Report on The Hartford Public Schools, in accordance with Section 7 of Special Act 01-7, An Act Concerning the Hartford School District.  
This report includes the following documentation:

· a summary of several of the activities supported by the Connecticut State Department of Education to improve teaching and learning and district operations in Hartford;

· an assessment of the impact of public and private partnerships in support of the Hartford Public Schools;

· an analysis of selected student performance indicators;
· recommended actions to improve instruction and enhance board/superintendent collaboration; and

· the Hartford policy and framework to strengthen neighborhood schools and develop magnet schools.  
Sufficient funds to sustain or implement research-based initiatives in reading and other content instruction, the development of magnet schools, high-quality support services to address students’ disabilities and improve student performance, school administrator leadership and district operations continue to be a major concern for Superintendent Robert Henry, Hartford Board Chair Michael Borrero and Mayor Eddie Perez.  
Hartford general budget comparisons show reductions in allocations for the current year and increases of less than five percent in prior years.     

	Fiscal Year
	October 1 Enrollment
	Adopted General Budget
	Change from 
Prior Year
	Percent Change

	1998-99
	22,456
	$184,004,458
	
	

	1999-2000
	22,533
	$192,004,450
	$7,999,992
	4.35

	2000-01
	22,545
	$197,063,050
	$5,058,600
	2.63

	2001-02
	22,276
	$200,079,010
	$3,015,960
	1.53

	2002-03
	22,734
	$200,709,854
	$630,844
	0.32

	2003-04
	22,599
	  $195,380,770 (Revised to include final 2003-04 ECS payment)
	($5,329,084)
	(2.66)


It is anticipated that general budget allocations to Hartford municipal departments and the school district will continue to decrease in 2004-05 – a proposed budget decrease of approximately $20 million for the Hartford Public Schools. 
As stated in the attached communication to the State Board of Education, I will continue to work with the leadership of the Hartford Public Schools and the City of Hartford to accelerate the rates of progress for Hartford students.  Our united vision in this state to have all students learn at high levels and prepared for postsecondary education begins with sufficient resources for highly qualified teachers and support personnel, a rigorous curriculum, research-based instructional and intervention programs and many opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning.  I am sure that our work together during this legislative session will engage us to provide new ways to achieve these outcomes for all Connecticut students, especially those in our urban districts.  
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