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2006-2007

Section 10-27 of the Connecticut General Statutes

Purpose: To establish school partnerships with schools in Shandong Province, P.R.C., for the purpose of encouraging collaborative programs, exchange and joint educational activities depending on successful project funding under Section 10-27 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Applications Due: May 12, 2006

Published: February 2006
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Overview and Description of Application

Purpose of Application

Purpose: To establish school partnerships with schools in Shandong Province, P.R.C., for the purpose of encouraging collaborative programs, exchange and joint educational activities depending on sufficient grant funding in accordance with Section 10-27 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Application Period

September 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007

Eligible Applicants

Applications will be accepted from school(s) and/or school districts that have demonstrated commitment to Chinese studies or have developed plans to develop a relationship with a Chinese school.  A two-member team selected by a school(s) and/or school district with commitment to a sustained relationship with a sister school in Shandong Province may apply.  Participants must be U.S. citizens, and able to withstand the rigors of study and travel in China. The leadership team must consist of two people.  One individual must reflect and demonstrate administrative and/or community support; the other individual must reflect and demonstrate capacity to plan and implement a curriculum project.  Collectively, the team must demonstrate the capacity to sustain a joint activity that is long-term and fulfills significant curriculum goals.   It is expected that each school(s) and/or school district site will form a team that best meets their conditions and needs.  Members of traditionally underrepresented groups and/or schools seeking cultural exposure are strongly encouraged to apply.

Funding
Funding for this project depends on the availability of funds from the Freeman Foundation to the World Affairs Council, Connecticut. 

History of the Project
The Connecticut State Department of Education signed a Memorandum of Understanding renewal agreement with the Shandong Provincial Commission on Education on October 28, 2005. The Memorandum signed by Commissioner Betty J. Sternberg and Commissioner QI Tao builds upon a relationship that began in 1986 when Governor William O’Neill and the Governor of Shandong Province signed a pact to form a trade/economic relationship between the two jurisdictions.

As a result of the agreement, the Connecticut China-Shandong Province Council, an organization involving community leaders, educational institutions and businesses in Connecticut, was created to foster friendship, trade and other relationships between the two regions.  Loctite became the first Connecticut company to establish a joint venture in Shandong Province.  In 1987, Loctite China was formed.  In 1989, Loctite China began the production of adhesives and sealants for the Chinese market.  Since that time numerous Connecticut companies have established production facilities in Shandong.

In the summer of 2002, the Connecticut State Department of Education, under a collaborative program designed with the World Affairs Council, Connecticut received funding from the U.S. Department of Education Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program to send a delegation of 17 teachers to conduct field study in China and Shandong Province.  The Shandong Provincial Commission on Education hosted the delegation.  Out of that experience the idea for establishing a relationship that would encourage collaborative programs, exchange and joint educational activities was formed. 

At the agreement signing, Huang Qi, Deputy Commissioner, Basic Education, Shandong Provincial Education Department, and Daniel W. Gregg, Social Studies Consultant, Connecticut State Department of Education, Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction, were appointed to facilitate educational exchange between the two jurisdictions. 

A plan to continue adding sister schools and programs to implement several professional development initiatives were also announced at the ceremony. The plan included expanding to 56 sister schools by the end of April 2006, implementing a principal shadow program and supporting a teaching methods program in Connecticut for teachers from Shandong partner schools. Collaborating institutions facilitating the sister school project included the Connecticut State Department of Education, the World Affairs Council, the Connecticut China Council, Programs in International Educational Resources (PIER) at Yale University, the China Exchange Initiative, Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents, the Connecticut Association of Schools and the Connecticut Geographic Alliance.   

The World Affairs Council, Connecticut (WACC) is one of the oldest international community service organizations in the United States. Its leadership is drawn from the international business and diplomatic constituencies as well as interested individuals drawn from the community at large. WACC is the designated recipient of the grant and serves as the project’s administrative agent. 

A number of the members of the Connecticut China Council have business relationships with China.  The Council offers assistance to firms wishing to do business with China and helps Chinese businesses contract with U.S. firms in Connecticut.  They will offer their expertise and support to the effort. 

The China Exchange Initiative has been funded since 1998 by the Freeman Foundation to build U.S.-China school exchange programs and is working throughout New England and beyond. Carolyn Henderson and Charlotte Mason have both been exchange teachers and have acted as co-chairs of their own Newton-Jingshan School Exchange Program since 1994, a friendship which began in 1979. They not only visit Chinese and American schools and provide introductions, but also consult with each school partnership on an on-going basis as each exchange develops. For example, they provide cultural information to students, teachers and administrators in addition to providing assistance with visa applications on both sides.

The Connecticut Geographic Alliance (CGA) has been affiliated with the National Geographic Society since 1989 to support geography programs in the State of Connecticut. Programs in International Educational Resources at Yale University have been a service center for teachers since 1974.  PIER works to strengthen the understanding of East Asia – China, Japan and Korea.  EASTCONN provides financial services to China exchange projects. The Connecticut Association of Schools and the Connecticut Association of Public School Superintendents offer administrative support to international initiatives.

By April 2006, Connecticut will have established fifty-six (56) sister schools in Shandong Province.

Connecticut and Shandong will seek schools and/or school districts interested in establishing sister school relationships in 2007.  In Connecticut, schools will submit an application indicating their interest, capacity and commitment to a long-term education collaboration.  Staff from The China Exchange Initiative will visit Connecticut school applicants in October to establish a sister school profile; in September they will visit Shandong schools.  In November/December 2006, the school matches will be announced.  In the meantime, funding will be solicited by the project to take the Connecticut sister schools teams to Shandong for the purpose of signing sister school agreements and establishing joint educational activities.  Five seminar sessions on Saturday and/or weekday evenings in preparation for the experience will take place in January, February and March 2007.  A ten-day field study and sister school relationship building experience will take place April 13-23, 2006.  A more detailed calendar of activities will follow.

Shandong Province Facts
Shandong Province Facts

Sister state/province:  Shandong

Capital: Jinan

Population:  Over 90 million 

Location:  East China in the lower reaches of the Yellow River bordering the Bohai Sea and the Yellow Sea

Area:  156,700 sq km

Coastline:  Over 3,000 km

Ethnic groups:  Over 39 with Han comprising more than 90% and Hui, representing the largest minority group

Sites of interest:  Confucius’ Home in Qufu, Mount Tai, one of Five Sacred Mountains in Tai’an; Qingdao, a summer resort city; Weifang, the city of kites 

Climate:  Warm temperate monsoonal with hot and rainy summers and dry, sunny winters

Agricultural:  Apples, pears, grapes, watermelons, dates, wheat, corn, cotton, tussah, peanuts, fish and kelp farms

Industry:  Petroleum, natural gas, diamonds, bauxite, gold and chemicals

International Trade

Connecticut export products to China:  aerospace components, medical devices, applications for electrical switches, roll bearings, plastics, optics, organic chemical and education training services

Application Requirements
Project Design

The Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE), The World Affairs Council, Connecticut (WACC) and The China Exchange Initiative invites applications from school(s) or school district(s) committed to the establishment of a sister school in Shandong Province, Connecticut’s sister state/province.  A delegation limited to ten site teams of two individuals each representing administrative support and capacity to engage in significant exchange activity will be selected to participate in a field study in April of 2007.  The purpose of the exchange is to establish school partnerships with the selected school(s) in Shandong and to initiate exchange of teachers and students for further international exchange and learning. 
The project consists of three phases:

1. Five seminar sessions on Saturday and/or weekday evenings will be held on Chinese history, culture and language. Product assignments and specific protocol for school site visits will begin in January 2007 and continue until departure in April.

2. Ten days in China attending seminars, making site visits at sister school(s) and communities; visits to sites of historical and cultural significance will be conducted April 13 to April 23, 2007.  Team members will collect materials and begin drafts of curriculum and school project activities during this phase.
3. Follow-up activities will be conducted throughout the summer and fall of 2007 to complete and refine school curriculum initiatives and make professional development presentations to local schools and communities. 
Each team will be required to contribute $1,400.00 toward the cost of the project.  This amount will be due upon acceptance and final notification of funding for the exchange phase of the project.

Participants must have a valid U.S. passport, be able to document good health, and provide proof of health insurance coverage for travel abroad.

Project Evaluation and Reporting

Participant teams submit sample journals, an ethnography, a descriptive narrative of their sister school and digital photos. These are assembled into a report to the project director along with a completed evaluation used to determine the effectiveness of the sister school exchange.  Additional information to follow.

Preparing the Application

All submissions must have one (1) signed original copy including required assurances and four (4) additional copies. All proposals become the property of the SDE and are part of the public domain. Please note that the SDE will not make copies 

on behalf of the districts and failing to provide the required copies may result in ineligibility. All answers must be word-processed and an electronic version of this application can be found at http://www.state.ct.us/sde/rfp/index.htm. 

An application must include the following in order to be considered complete:

· Two Individual Applications (Appendix C) with One Cover Page 

· Application Preparation Check-Off Sheet

· One Letter of Support and Commitment from the Superintendent of Schools

· Project Design 

· Project Evaluation

Due Date

Proposals (the original plus four copies), must be received by 4:00 P.M. Friday, May 12, 2006.  The original proposal must include

an original signature of the authorized representative of the applicant.  
Mailing Information

	Mailing Address:

Ann R. Gaulin

Division Grants Manager

CT State Department of Education

PO Box 2219

Hartford, CT 06145
	Delivery Address:

Ann R. Gaulin

Division Grants Manager

CT State Department of Education

Room 223

165 Capitol Avenue

Hartford, CT 06106


Grant Contacts

	Ann Gaulin

Division Grants Manager

Telephone (860) 713-6769

Fax (860) 713-7015

E-mail: ann.gaulin@po.state.ct.us
	Daniel W. Gregg

Social Studies Consultant

Telephone (860) 713-6744

Fax (860) 713-7018

E-mail: Dan.Gregg@po.state.ct.us 


Proposal Review and Evaluation

A team of evaluators will review each submitted proposal based on criteria in the application evaluation rubric (Appendix D) section of this document.  Applicants are advised to review the evaluation criteria when developing their proposals. Teams will be selected on the strengths of the application, which includes evidence of the ability to work together productively and generate support from the school and community.  Teams will be evaluated on the basis of commitment to the project, evidence of previous success in conducting and completing projects, ability to work as a member of a team, past educational experience in international and area studies, evidence of a plan to fulfill the goals of the project, and willingness to work as a resource person and advocate for the project to the school and community. The decision of the evaluation reviewers is final.

Cover Page

APPLICATION

For

CT Shandong Sister School Exchange Project

FY 2006-2007  

	Name of Applicant

District:
	

	District Code:
	

	Team Members:
	

	Fiscal Agent:
	

	Application Contact:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Address:
	

	Name of Superintendent:
	

	E-mail:
	

	Signature of Superintendent:
	
	Date:


Application Preparation Check-Off Sheet

The submitted application has the following:
(  Two Individual Applications (Appendix A) with One Cover page
(  Application Preparation Check-off Sheet

(  One Letter of Support and Commitment from the Superintendent of Schools
(  Project Design
(  Project Evaluation
	Application Preparer
	
	Date
	


Appendix A: CT-Shandong Sister School Exchange Project Application
PLEASE WORD PROCESS ALL RESPONSES

Check Applicable Box. Make additional copies as needed. 

· Administrator

       

· Teacher/Coordinator        

Name: ___________________________   



Home Phone: (      )  ____________

Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

School: ____________________________________
Number of Years in Present School: _______
School Address:  __________________________________________________________________________________

School Phone:  (     ) ______________    
E-Mail Address: ________________________________

Name of Supervisor:  _________________________________     Supervisor’s Phone: (    ) __________________

Current Teaching or Administrative Responsibilities:

East Asian Studies Educational Background:

(Please list courses taken; workshops, institutes, etc. attended and dates). Please use additional pages if needed.

	COURSE / INSTITUTE TITLE
	LOCATION
	DATE(S)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Overseas Travel:

(Please list country, purpose of visit, length of stay and dates).

	           COUNTRY
	   PURPOSE OF VISIT
	     LENGTH OF STAY
	                 DATES

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Describe the proposed activities to be accomplished from the sister school relationship.

Describe the capacity of your school(s)/school district to maintain a meaningful and sustained relationship with a sister school in Shandong Province.

Describe what you wish to obtain from the sister school relationship.

Describe how your participation as a team member will contribute to inspiring students, colleagues and community in international studies.

Additional information or comments you wish to have considered.

I certify that the information I provided on this application is correct to the best of my ability and that I agree to the terms and conditions of the award if selected.

Signature __________________________________     Date _____________________

Appendix B: Scoring Rubric 

Circle the number that best represents the degree of evidence.

School Applicant: ________________________
Evaluator: _____________________

       Element

        Strong Evidence
    Some Evidence
          Little Evidence


	Quality of Team Personnel
	  10     9      8
	 7       6       5
	   4     3      2

	Level of School Commitment
	  10     9      8
	 7       6       5
	  4       3      2

	School Curriculum Capacity
	   10     9      8


	 7       6       5
	  4       3      2

	Administrative Support and Planning Capacity
	  10     9      8


	 7       6       5
	 4       3      2

	40 Possible 

Total Points

Applicant’s Total

______ Points
	Evaluation Comments: ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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