Capstone: Essential and Recommended Practices
	
	Essential
	Recommended
	Examples
(See Contacts below)

	1. Choice
	· Student chooses focus
· Requires new learning
· In-school advisor* support
	
	· Experiential learning
	· Mission: Barrington HS

· Student expectations: JBHS

· Branford HS

· Personalized learning: Bolton HS

	2. Standards and Skills
	· Critical and creative thinking
· Flexibility and initiative
· 
	· Analysis and research
· Multi-modal communication
· Effective use of technology

	
	· Guiding questions: JBHS

· Faculty reading: Barrington HS

· Learner Outcome: Branford HS

	3. Processes
	· Plan

· Research

· Implement

· Present


	· Reflect 

· Self-Evaluate

· Ongoing in-school adult advisor/mentor*
	
	· Phase of project: Bolton HS

· Senior Project Calendar: Barrington HS

	4. Products
	· Proposal

· Journal or Process Log

· End Product
	· Presentation/Demonstration
· Reflection

· Self-Evaluation
	
	· Final Reflection: JBHS

· Demonstration Evening: Bolton HS

· Graduation Exhibit: Branford HS

	5. Supporting Organizational Structure
	· Early planning
· Program Coordinator

· Required for graduation

· Expectations worthy of one high school credit
· Scoring tools
	· Introduction for school and community

· In-school advisor/mentor* also monitors student progress
· Systematic inclusion in school resources
· Connections to Student Success Plan
	· Vertical articulation with middle school
· Student leadership of Capstone program

· Community mentors
	· Faculty coordinator, 23 faculty advisors: Branford HS 

· Technical advisor: JBHS

· Coordinators: JBHS, Barrington HS




Contacts for Examples Cited in Table:

· Bolton High School “Senior Demonstration” – Contact: 860-643-2768
· Branford High School “Senior Graduation Exhibition” – Contact: 203-488-7291
· Joel Barlow High School (JBHS) “Capstone” – Contact:  203-938-2508
· Barrington High School (Barrington, Rhode Island) “Senior Project” – Contact: 401-247-3150
Other Resources:

· Senior Project Center: http://www.seniorproject.net/
· Senior Portfolio Exhibition Guide, Samuel F. B. Morse High School, Pdf (www.morsehs.com/ourpages/auto/2008)
· NWREL, The Senior Project, North Salem H.S., Salem, Oregon – Contact: Ken Hansen (Phone: 503-399-3241)

· 21st Century Skills:  http://www.21stcenturyskills.org or www.metiri.com/21st%20Century%20Skills/PDFtwentyfirst%20century%20skills.pdf 

