The Curriculum Task Force
The Curriculum Task Force of Connecticut’s Secondary School Reform initiative is charged with delivering comprehensive model curriculum to the Commissioner of Education in the following key subject areas that are identified in The Connecticut Plan:
· Algebra I and II;

· Statistics and Probability;

· Geometry;

· Biological/Life Sciences;

· English Language Arts I and II; and

· American History.
Curriculum for Connecticuts Learners

The Task Force will be focused on ensuring that the curriculums require rigorous learning that is characterized by higher-order thinking, deep understanding of important ideas, critical self-reflection, and the integration and application of knowledge and skills with an eye toward the larger world. Recognizing that the old “basics” of reading, writing and mathematics are essential but insufficient, the Task Force will promote curriculums that expect students to locate, analyze, interpret and communicate information in a variety of media and formats, and solve problems creatively and logically.
Living and competing successfully in a global society and economy will require an understanding of our interconnectedness, collaboration and leadership skills, habits of personal and social responsibility, and adaptability to change. Therefore, the Task Force will insist that the model curriculums infuse the cultures, perspectives, experiences and needs of the wide diversity of students. They will ensure inclusion of academic supports and alternative approaches that increase the engagement and success of all learners. 

The best model curriculum can have no impact on student achievement if it simply sits on a shelf. Therefore, the Task Force will oversee and implement a plan to involve teachers, schools and districts across the state in the pilot, revision, training and implementation phases of the model curriculums. 
Development Partners

The Committee with partner with a wide variety of individuals to design, develop and deliver these high quality model curriculums. Partners will include: 

· practitioners from local school districts and higher education institutions; 

· content and assessment specialists from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE);

· experts from state and national professional organizations; and

· representatives who can offer diverse perspectives including special education, ELL, multicultural education and adult education.
Curriculum Components
Each curriculum will contain the following: 

· Grade/Course Level Expectations (GLEs);

· units of organized GLEs;

· suggested learning activities (to include three or four classroom deliverable sample lessons for each unit);

· instructional strategies and considerations; and

· assessment strategies including formative and summative examples.

Current Projects:

Algebra 1 – Development Phase - January 1, 2009 – June 30, 2009 
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Marlene M. Lovanio 

Curriculum Task Force Leader
Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction

Connecticut State Department of Education

165 Capitol Avenue, Rm. 215

Hartford, CT  06106

Phone: (860)-713-6786

Email: marlene.lovanio@ct.gov
Ajit Gopalakrishnan

Curriculum Task Force Leader
Connecticut State Department of Education
25 Industrial Park Road
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: (860) 807-2125
Email: ajit.gopalakrishnan@ct.gov 

