PARENT/GUARDIAN LETTER TEMPLATE

[INSERT DATE]
Dear Parent or Guardian:

We aim to ensure that your child—and all [DISTRICT NAME]’s students—receive an education that prepares them to thrive in a global economy and civic life. That’s why Connecticut raised the bar with the Connecticut Core Standards, a set of higher learning expectations for what students need to know and be able to do.

This year we are releasing a second year of results from our new Smarter Balanced assessments, which measure student progress based on the standards for Grades 3-8 in English language arts and mathematics.  The scores can be used as a ruler to measure the knowledge and skills your child acquired throughout the school year. The tests provide you with information regarding your child’s academic achievement in the current grade and, where applicable, how your child’s learning grew from one grade to the next. 
The Connecticut Core Standards focus on critical thinking and problem-solving—the real-world skills students need to be successful in college and careers. The Smarter Balanced assessments are administered on computers and are designed to measure these skills through reading comprehension, writing, and math questions that require students to demonstrate that they truly understand the content. Additional supports are available for some students with special needs, as determined by an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan.
At home, you can play an important role in setting high expectations and supporting your child in meeting them. If your child needs a little extra help or wants to learn more about a subject, work with his or her teacher to identify opportunities for tutoring, to get involved in clubs after school, or to find other resources. Talk to your child’s teacher regularly about how your child is doing – beyond the parent-teacher conferences.  By building a connection between home and school, you can greatly improve the impact of your child’s learning.

To find more resources specifically for parents and guardians, including ways to help your child with the new learning expectations at home, please visit CTCoreStandards.org. For more information about the Smarter Balanced tests in our district, please visit [INSERT DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS WEBPAGE]. 
We wish your child a tremendous school year full of learning, exploration, and achievement. 
Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME]

[INSERT TITLE]
